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A GLIMPSE OF JERUSALEM UNDER A FALL 
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ORDERS OF SERVICE FOR THE FOURTH QUARTER, 1921! 


OPENING SERVICE, No. 1 
Doors CLoseD.—Perfect Silence. 


Piano Puiays Sorrty.—‘Safely Through Another 
Week.” 


OPENING SENTENCES. 


LEADER.—Create in me a clean heart, O God; 
ScHooL.—And renew a right spirit within me. 
Lraper.—Cast me not away from thy presence; 
ScHooLt.—And take not thy holy Spirit from me. 
LEADER.—Restore unto me the joy of thy salva- 
tion; 
ScHoot.—And uphold me with a willing spirit. 
LreAper.—O Lord, open thou my lips; 


SCHOOL. masta my mouth shall show forth thy 


praise. 


OPENING PRAYER. 


Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all 
desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid; 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 
of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
thee, and worthily magnify thy holy name; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Hymn.—“Alleluia,’” No. 120, “Raise the Song of 
Triumph.” 


RESPONSIVE ReApiIne.—‘‘Alleluia,’ No. 20, “Ideal 


Childhood.” 
Soro, OR ORCHESTRA. 
ADDRESS BY PASTOR. 
Hyrmn.—“Alleluia,” No. 82, “Jesus, King of Glory.” 
THE Lorp’s PRAYER. 
MARKING ATTENDANCE RECORDS AND OFFERING. 


Missionary Hymn.—‘Alleluia,” No. 127, “O Zion, 
Haste, Thy Mission High Fulfilling.” 


PRAYER FOLLOWED BY SILENT PRAYER. 
THE READING OF THE LESSON. 
THE LESSON PERIOD. 


Piano Piays Sorrty.—“Break Thou the Bread of 
Life.” 


SUPERINTENDENT’S REMARKS. 
REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


Hymn.—“‘Alleluia,” No. 102, “Father of Mercies, in 
Thy Word.” 


CLosING PRAYER. 


OPENING SERVICE, No. 2 


THE APOSTLES’ CREED.—AII standing. 


A HyMN or ConFEssion.—“Alleluia,” No. 158, “Just 
As I Am, Without One Plea.” 


A PRAYER OF CONFESSION. 


A HyMn or THANKSGIVING.—“Alleluia,” No. 1, “All 
People That on Earth Do Dwell.” 


ScRIPTURE LESSON. 


LeabEerR.—God be merciful unto us, and bless us, 
And cause his face to shine upon us; 


ScHoot.—That thy way may be known upon: 


earth, 
Thy salvation among all nations. 
LEADER.—Let the peoples praise thee, O God; 
Let all the peoples praise thee. 
SCHOOL. —Oh. let the nations be glad and sing for 
joy; 
For thou wilt judge the peoples with 
equity, 
And govern the nations upon earth. 
LEADER.—Let the peoples praise thee, O God; 
Let all the peoples praise thee. 
TEACHERS.—The earth hath yielded its increase: 
God, even our own God, will bless us. 
ALL.—God will bless us; 
And all the ends of the earth shall fear 
him. 


THE Lorp’s PRAYER AND SILENT PRAYER. 


Hymn.—“Alleluia,” No. 196, “What a Friend We 


Have in Jesus.” 
MISSIONARY TALK BY ONE OF THE TEACHERS. 


Missionary HymMn.—‘“Alleluia,” No. 129, 
‘Ocean Unto Ocean.” 


“From 


THE LESSON READ RESPONSIVELY. 

MARKING OF RECORDS AND OFFERING. 

Soto, QUARTET, OR ORCHESTRA. 

THE LESSON PERIOD. 

Prano.—One verse of “Jesus, Lover of My Soul.” 
THE REPORT OF THE SECRETARY. 


Hymn.—“Alleluia,” No. 51, “The King of Love My 
Shepherd Is.” 


BENEDICTION BY THE PASTOR. 


* Extra copies of these Orders of Service, on heavy paper, may be ordered of the publishers at 50 cents a hundred, 
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FOREWORD 


For three months we have been studying the life and 
work of Paul. This quarter continues the study and con- 
cludes it. The more we know of the greatest of the apos- 
tles, the more we love him, and the better we love him who 
was his Lord and Master, and ours. 

The Bible text should be carefully read. It is im- 


possible to understand the complete story of Paul’s life 


without reading through the story, chapter by chapter. Do 

not be satisfied with reading it once or twice, but read and reread it until its mes-- 
sage becomes familiar. 

It was Jesus who made Paul. It was Jesus who changed the purposes of his 

life and gave him a new motive. He has been rightly called “the greatest man 

since Jesus himself.”? Let us remember that Jesus made Paul what he was, and that 


the same Master and Maker of men is also our Lord and Master. 


“So with the Lord; he takes and he refuses, 
Finds him ambassadors whom men deny, 
Wise ones nor mighty for his saints he chooses 


No, such as John, or Gideon, or I.” 


Nough J 
ER 


The Bible text used throughout this Quarterly is that of the American Standard Edition of the Revised Bible, 
copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons, and is used by permission. For the reuder’s convenience, this version is 
arranged in verse form. 
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Used by permission of W. H. Burhans 


OLD CORINTH, LOOKING NORTH 


/ 


Lesson I October 2, 1921 
PAUL IN CORINTH 


The Golden Text—“For I determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ, and him 
crucified.”—I Cor. 2: 2. 


TEXT OF LESSON, ACTS 18: 1-11 


For entire lesson, see Acts 18: 1-28. 


1 After these things he departed from Ath’ens, clean: from henceforth I will go unto the Gen’- 
and came to Cor’inth. tiles. 

2 And he found a certain Jew named Aq’ui-la, a 7 And he departed thence, and went into the 
man of Pon’tus by race, lately come from It’a-ly, house of a certain man named Ti’tus Jus’tus, one 
with his wife Pris-cil’la, because Clau’di-us had com- that worshipped God, whose house joined hard to 
manded all the Jews to depart from Rome: and he _ the synagogue. 
came unto them; 8 And Cris’pus, the ruler of the synagogue, be- 

3 And because he was of the same trade, he abode _ lieved in the Lord with all his house; and many of 
with them, and they wrought; for by their trade the Co-rin’thi-ans hearing believed, and were bap- 


they were tentmakers. tized. 
4. And he reasoned in the synagogue every sab- 9 And the Lord said unto Paul in the night by a 
bath, and persuaded Jews and Greeks. vision, Be not afraid, but speak and hold not thy 
5 But when Si’las and Tim’o-thy came down from peace: 
Mac-e-do’ni-a, Paul was constrained by the word, 10 For I am with thee, and no man shall set on 


testifying to the Jews that Je’sus was the Christ. thee to harm thee: for I have much people in this 
6 And when they opposed themselves and blas- city. 


phemed, he shook out his raiment and said unto 11 And he dwelt there a year and six months, 
them, Your blood be upon your own heads; I am _ teaching the word of God among them. 
The Time—aA.D. 52, 53. The Place—Corinth. 
DAILY HOME READINGS 

DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday, September 26......... oy bo ee OS, Paul An? Corinth oe aston a Bonad pao eal cs 
Tuesday “September 27 .'. o. tod ei. codeceens haul ACCUBed tee tes cs esse cines wet wee es + oe Ct eee 
Wednesday, September 28..................A Convincing Ministry....................-Acts 18: 18-28. 
Thursday, September 29) .. fi.0p 0d 00d oe ese <ek aul Supporting’ Himself... 15.555... . Soe a hl COneI aE oe. 
Priday,; September 30.14 asd.+e.sts0h40+ eae aul 8, Determination ce. we os os s5e sas nen ee Wena 
Saturday, October 1,...:..ci..ssneisess+eas Whitening Mielda’...4....7- 0250+ + += 00) ete ye ORI Sanrerasoe 
Sunday, October? 2... .. .s.s asso oh cides vis oe OCCKING Au sOEU tee Ot areca ts wk ence eke 
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Lesson I 


DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES 

1. Corinth. Athens was the center of Greek 
learning; Corinth, of Greek trade and commerce. 
It was a money-loving, worldly, and wicked city. 
To the church in Corinth, Paul wrote what we know 
as his first and second Epistles to the Corinthians. 

2. To depart from Rome. Jews, because of their 
religious quarrels, had been several times banished 
from Rome. This decree against the Jews by the 
Emperor Claudius, was issued about A.p. 52. The 
Romans at first did not distinguish between Chris- 
tians and Jews. 

3. The same trade. Every Jewish boy was taught 
a trade. Paul was a tentmaker. 

5. Paul was constrained. Paul became doubly 
eager and zealous when his two companions joined 
him. Compare Luke 12: 50. 

9. By a vision. Paul was perhaps discouraged 
because of the difficulties, and so God strengthened 
and encouraged him. Acts 16: 10; 22:17. 


THE QUARTER’S LESSONS 


With the new quarter we continue the story of 
the life of Paul. If you have missed some of the 
lessons in the last quarter, it will be best for you 
to take your Bible and read from the ninth chap- 
ter of The Acts through to the eighteenth chapter. 
In our last lesson about Paul he was alone in Ath- 
ens, and had not met with much encouragement. In 
the lesson to-day he is in Corinth, the great com- 
mercial center of the world at that time. The les- 
sons of the quarter will deal with the rest of the 
book of The Acts and will complete the story of the 
life of Paul. 

ATHENS AND CORINTH 
Acts 18:1 


Athens was a city of culture. It was interested 
in art and literature. It was a college center and 
very idolatrous. There were almost as many statues 
of gods in Athens as there were men, and the peo- 
ple were superstitious and critical. Corinth was a 
great business city and was very worldly and cared 
little about religion. Locate Corinth on the map. 
The city was situated on an isthmus with harbors 
on both sides and in Paul’s time was the commer- 
cial center of the world. There was a wide gulf 
between rich and poor, and great wickedness was 
everywhere present. At first Paul was discouraged 
and was about to leave the city, when God, in a 
vision, spoke to him and strengthened him for his 
work, so that he and his companions remained there 
for a year and a half and left behind a strong 
church to which he afterwards wrote two of his let- 
ters, the First and Second Epistles to the Corin- 
thians. 


PAUL’S LIFE AT CORINTH, AND HIS NEW 
FRIENDS 
Acts 18 : 2-4 


As a Jewish boy, Paul had learned the trade of 
tent-making. His native country, Cilicia, was 


Paul in Corinth 
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famous for its goats, and from the goats’ hair, the 
coarse tent cloth was woven. In his missionary 
journeys, Paul earned his own support by working 
at his trade and on the Sabbath he was accustomed 
to go to the synagogue and there preach and teach. 
It is interesting to know that in those days people 
of the same trade were banded together into 
“guilds,” just as in our day men are organized into 
“unions” and clubs. We read, for example, that in 
the synagogue of Alexandria, “the people did not 
sit mixed together, but goldsmiths by themselves 
and silversmiths by themselves, and iron-workers 
by themselves, and miners by themselves, and weay- 
ers by themselves; and when a poor man came 
there, he recognized the members of his craft -and 
went there.” 

This custom may have been followed in Corinth 
and so in the synagogue on the Sabbath Paul took 
his place among the tentmakers and there he be- 
came acquainted with Aquila and his wife Priscilla, 
who were also tentmakers. They were Roman Jews 
who had been banished from Rome because of the 
decree against the Jews issued by Claudius. The 
Jews were great trouble-makers and were bitter to- 
ward the early Christians who were also classified 
as Jews by the Romans. Aquila and Priscilla be- 
came warm friends of Paul’s and afterwards helped 
him in the work of the Kingdom. I Cor. 16: 19; 
Rom. 16:3; II Tim. 4:19. We are not told 
whether they were Christians when Paul first met 
them. In their home, however, Paul took up his 
residence and every Sabbath in the synagogue he 
preached Jesus to both Jews and Greeks. Paul had 
a great talent for friendship, and wherever he went 
he made new friends and held them to the end of 
life. Make for yourself a list of Paul’s friends. 


PAUL’S OLD FRIENDS 
Acts 18: 5, 6 


When Livingstone was alone in Africa he grew 
weary and sick at heart. Then Stanley found him, 
and gave him new hope and cheered his heart. So 
it was with Paul in Corinth. He had been alone 
both in Athens and in Corinth. None of his old 
friends was with him. He was among new friends 
and strangers. It is hard to work alone. Jesus 
knew this and always sent his disciples out two by 
two. Paul had left Luke at Philippi, and Timothy 
and Silas at Thessalonica and Berea. Now Silas 
and Timothy joined him in Corinth, bringing good 
news from Macedonia, and their coming put new 
heart into Paul. 

Either because of their presence with him, or be- 
eause of the good word they brought, which re- 
lieved his mind concerning the work in Macedonia, 
Paul now gave himself heart and soul to the preach- 
ing of the gospel. So convincing was he, that soon 
opposition to him arose. The Jews not only op- 
posed him, but railed at him and blasphemed the 
name of Jesus. Paul felt that he had done his duty 
by them according to the Old Testament Law, 


Lesson I 


Ezek. 33: 4, and shaking out his garment as a sign 
that he was free from responsibility, he said, “Your 
blood be upon your own heads; I am clean: from 
henceforth I will go unto the Gentiles.” Jesus him- 
self had said to his own disciples: “And whosoever 
shall not receive you, nor hear your words, as ye 
go forth out of that house or that city, shake off the 
dust of your feet. Verily I say unto you, It shall 
be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomor- 
rah in the day of judgment, than for that city.” 
See also Acts 13: 46. 


THE GOSPEL FOR THE GENTILES 
Acts 18: 7, 8 


Paul was a man of decision. He immediately 
ceased to attend the synagogue services, and began 
holding services in the house of Titus Justus, whose 
home was next door to the Jewish synagogue. It 
took courage to do this, both on the part of Paul 
and of Titus Justus. We are not told much about 
this man. He is another of Paul’s new friends. 
He was a Gentile, but had been ,converted to the 
Jewish faith and had heard Paul’s message concern- 
ing Jesus, and had given his heart to the Lord. 
The first Christian church in Corinth began, there- 
fore, in a house. Many Christian churches have 
begun in private houses. Find out how and where 
your church first started. This new church organ- 
ized next door to the synagogue would be bitterly 
opposed by the Jews, especially after their own 
leader left the synagogue and joined the new church. 
It was a great victory for the gospel when Crispus, 
the ruler of the synagogue, became a Christian and 
joined himself to Paul’s company. The result was 
that “many of the Corinthians hearing believed, and 
were baptized.” 


THE VISION IN THE NIGHT 
Acts 18: 9-11 


We are not told that Paul was discouraged and 
afraid, but it would seem that he was. If so, we 
are not surprised. His life must have been in great 
danger. Elsewhere the Jews had plotted against 
him and the same was likely to happen in Corinth. 
Enemies were all about him and perhaps he con- 
sidered going elsewhere and leaving his friends to 
carry on his work. But one night God spoke to him 
in a vision and said: “Be not afraid, but speak 
and hold net thy peace: for I am with thee, and no 
man shall set on thee to harm thee: for I have 
much people in this city.” Men of God in all ages 
have needed divine help in hours of discouragement 
and fear. For this reason God spoke to Elijah. 
Read I Kings 19: 4-14. He also spoke to Jeremiah. 
Read Jer. 15: 15-21. Even Jesus needed help in 
his hour of great darkness. In the Garden of Geth- 
semane “there appeared unto him an angel from 
heaven, strengthening him.” God does not leave his 
workers alone. He comes to them in their need. 
Jesus said, “Go,” but he also said, “Lo, I am with 
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you always.” The vision gave Paul new heart and 
for eighteen months he and his friends carried on 
their work in that city, “teaching the word of God.” 
The church at Corinth was his reward. It is often 
true that our best success comes after we have been 
face to face with apparent failure. HEncouragement 
is one of God’s best gifts. 


PROTECTED BY THE LAW 
Acts 18 : 12-23 


(These verses are not printed but they are neces: 
sary to show the conclusion of Paul’s stay in Cor- 
inth, and of his second missionary journey.) 

How long Paul was allowed to preach without 
being molested, we do not know. Doubtless it was 
for a long while. But one day the storm of persecu- 
tion broke and the Jews with one accord had Paul 
arrested and brought before the judgment seat of 
Gallio, the Roman proconsul. The Jews charged 
Paul with disloyalty to Roman religion and Roman 
law. Gallio was a brother of the philosopher, 
Seneca, and a wise and just ruler. He quickly saw 
through the deceit of the Jews and refused to have 
anything to do with the dispute between them and 
Paul. The Roman law at that time was very toler- 
ant concerning religion, and Gallio was not con- 
cerned with the religious rivalries of the Jews, and 
dismissed them without a formal hearing. The by- 
standers who were probably Gentiles, took ad- 
vantage of the attitude of Gallio and turned upon 
Sosthenes, the ruler of the synagogue, and beat tim, 
feeling that he deserved all that he got. In ‘his 
way God protected Paul and threw around him un- 
failing support. Paul remained in Corinth after 
this event for “many days,” and then departed with 
Priscilla and Aquila for Syria. After visiving 
Ephesus, Jerusalem, and Antioch, he concluded his 
second missionary journey. 


SOME LESSON SUGGESTIONS 


1. Paul had a wonderful way of making friends. 
Count over the friends mentioned in this lesson. 

2. Paul had a way also of making enemies. He 
seemed always to stir up persecution against him- 
self. 

3. God always takes care of those who are faith- 
ful to him. Paul’s faithfulness is revealed in the 
golden text, “For I determined not to know any- 
thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him cruci- 


fied.” 
FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Trace Paul’s second missionary journey as far 
as Corinth. 

2. Why was Paul alone in Corinth? 

3. What friends did Paul make in Corinth? 

4, Why did God speak to him in a vision? 

5. Was Paul right in leaving the Jews to them. 
selves and preaching to the Gentiles? 

6. How long did Paul labor in Corinth and with 
what results? 
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The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 56. What special statement of God’s will is 
given us in the Old Testament? 

A. The special statement of God’s will given us in 
the Old Testament is the Ten Commandments. Ex. 
11 ee Sy 

Q. 57. What are the Ten Commandments? 

A. The Ten Commandments are: 

I. Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 

II. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven 
image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven 
above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in 
the water under the earth: thou shalt not bow down 
thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the Lord 
thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of 
the fathers upon the children unto the third and 
fourth generation of them that hate me; and show- 
ing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and 
keep my commandments. 

(The answer to Question 57 will be continued in 
the next lesson.) 


Paul at Ephesus 


October 9, 1921 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 

1, Compare Paul’s work in Athens with that in 
Corinth. 

2. Why did Paul make friends with Aquila and 
Priscilla? 

3. Why were not Silas and Timothy with Paul 
when he first went to Corinth? 

4. What was the purpose of the heavenly vision? 

5. Was Gallio right in his decision concerning 
Paul? 

6. Connect this lesson with Paul’s second mission- 
ery journey. 

The Shorter Catechism 

Q. 40. What did God at first reveal to man for 
the rule of his obedience? 

A. The rule which God at first revealed to man 
for his obedience, was the moral law. 

Q. 41. Wherein is the moral law summarily com- 
prehended? 

A. The moral law is summarily comprehended in 
the ten commandments, 


Lesson II—PAUL AT EPHESUS 


The Golden Text—“Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.”—Matt. 4: 10. 
TEXT OF LESSON, ACTS 19: 8-20 


For entire lesson, see Acts, ch. 19. 


8 And he entered into the synagogue, and spake 
boldly for the space of three months, reasoning and 
persuading as to the things concerning the kingdom 
of God. 

9 But when some were hardened and disobedient, 
speaking evil of the Way before the multitude, he 
departed from them, and separated the disciples, 
reasoning daily in the school of Ty-ran’nus. 

10 And this continued for the space of two years; 
so that all they that dwelt in A’si-a heard the word 
of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks. 

11 And God wrought special miracles by the 
hands of Paul: 

12 Insomuch that unto the sick were carried away 
from his body handkerchiefs or aprons, and the 
diseases departed from them, and the evil spirits 
went out. 

13 But certain also of the strolling Jews, exor- 
ci%s, took upen them to name over them that had 
the evil spirits the name of the Lord Je’sus, saying, 
I adjure you by Je’sus whom Paul preacheth. 


The Time—Probably in A.D. 57. 


14 And there were seven sons of one Sce’va, a 
Jew, a chief priest, who did this. 

15 And the evil spirit answered and said unto 
them, Je’sus I know, and Paul I know; but who 
are ye? 

16 And the man in whom the evil spirit was 
leaped on them, and mastered both of them, and 
prevailed against them, so that they fled out of that 
house naked and wounded. 

17 And this became known to all, both Jews and 
Greeks, that dwelt at Eph’e-sus; and fear fell upon 
them all, and the name of the Lord Je’sus was mag- 
nified. 

18 Many also of them that had believed came, 
confessing, and declaring their deeds. 

19 And not a few of them that practised magical 
arts brought their books together and burned them 
in the sight of all; and they counted the price of 
them, and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver. 

20 So mightily grew the word of the Lord and 
prevailed. 


The Place—Ephesus. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday, October 3...... nati eet. pee sae Recervine-the Holy Spirit... 0... 5 eo" Ae ee Acts.19 : 1-7. 
BPROAY,. OCLOver 4.00 one en ke NY Paul at Ep RUS cscs terete 55.5 MOE hacmhe dates c Acts 19 : 8-20. 
WVennesGayr October. cee. ee: Paul’s Companions Arrested................ Acts 19 : 21-29. 
Bmnreday, October Ore Oo 2 POLS SPe NS , The™ Mob .Quteteds 28 Ok (ar. We Acts 19 : 30-41. 
PLIGeyMOCTODEY. Flas TeT te. ORS OSS Persecution Wx pected. Wikis terse Ae ee Il Tim: 3 ; 1-12. 
paturday  Octoberss wees h..b ie < este bes Blessing in Persecution..... eae earings aes Cos 118 Matt. 5: 1-12 
mandays iether iO jcr aaterts la yid icc i> ofalule o Jehovah Our Strength.................000. 8. 27: 1-6 
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Lesson II 


DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES 

9. The Way. In the book of The Acts, the gos- 
pel is often called “the Way.” Chs. 9: 2; 19.2038 
92:4; 24: 14, 22. Jesus said, “I am the way.” The 
school of Tyrannus. This was a lecture room where 
perhaps a lecturer by the name of Tyrannus taught 
his followers his own views about life. 

11. Special miracles. In the midst of so much 
false religion and false teaching, God’s power was 
wonderfully revealed through Paul. 

13. The strolling Jews, exorcists. ‘These men 
practiced magic, and by the use of certain names 
sought to drive out evil spirits and charm away 
disease. 

19. Fifty thousand 
pieces of silver. This 
was a great sum, valued 
at about eight or ten 
thousand dollars in our 
money, and worth of 
course vastly more in 
those days than it would 
be worth to-day. 


BETWEEN THE 
LESSONS 

Tn our last lesson Paul 
had left Corinth and 
gone with Aquila and 
Priscilla to Ephesus. He 
went on alone to Jeru- 
salem, where he paid his 
vow spoken of in Acts 
18:18, and where he 
“saluted the church.” 
He stayed there for a 
time (just how long we 
do not know), and then 
went down to Antioch 
where his friends were. 
This ended his long and 
wonderful second mis- 


sionary journey which 
began in AD. 51 and 
ended in A.D. 53. Leav- 


ing Antioch on his third 

missionary journey in 

A.p. 54, he went back over his former path through 
Galatia and Phrygia until he came to Ephesus. 
Ephesus was a great city, the capital of the whole 
of Asia and the center of the worship of Diana. 
Here Paul made his headquarters for over two years 
and three months. The temple of Diana at Ephesus 
was one of the seven wonders of the ancient world. 
‘Can you name the other six great wonders? It was 
in Ephesus that the events of our lesson took place. 


APOLLOS THE GREAT PREACHER 
Acts 18 : 24 to 19:7 


At Ephesus Paul first met with certain Jews who 
had come under the influence of John the Baptist, 


Paul at Ephesus 
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but who had not heard about Jesus. It is easy for 
us to understand how that could be. John had 
many followers and had carried on his ministry for 
many months. Many pilgrims coming up to Jeru- 
salem and Judea would hear John and repent and 
believe. Some of them knew about Jesus; others 
had returned to their own country and did not hear 
what afterwards happened, that is, the coming of 
Jesus, his death and resurrection, and the gift 
of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. Paul met some of 
these people at Ephesus, and told them the full 
story of the gospel. Among these disciples of John 
was Apollos, who knew something about Jesus, but 

did not know the full 


story. He was a learned 
man from Alexandria 
and had a_ wonderful 


knowledge of the Old 
Testament Scriptures. 
Under the guidance of 
Aquila and Priscilla, he 
became a great Chris- 
tian preacher and 
teacher, and, having be- 
come fully prepared for 
Christian service, he left 
Paul and began work 
with great success in 
Corinth. Paul not only 
preached himself but he 
discovered other men fit- 
ted to preach, and he 
sent them forth to sow 
the good seed of the gos- 
pel. 


PAUL IN EPHESUS 
Acts 19: 8, 9 


Paul took up his resi- 
dence in Ephesus, and 
labored there for over 
two years and_ three 
months. As usual he be- 
gan his work in the Jew- 
ish synagogue, where he 
taught and preached. It 
was his custom to start with a passage from the Old 
Testament and so to explain and interpret it that it 
always led him to Jesus as the Saviour, who alone 
fulfilled the Law. After three months of “reasoning 
and persuading,” some of his hearers took offense at 
his teaching. They became hard-hearted and dis- 
obedient and showed their hatred by “speaking evil” 
not only of Paul and his disciples, but also of Jesus 
and the gospel, which is called “the Way.” See 
also v. 23. They were’ not satisfied with denying 
the gospel themselves, but they openly opposed Paul 
and his message before the people. This same thing 


Doré 


happened, you will remember, at Corinth. See 
ch. 18:6. Paul did what he had done also at 
Corinth. He stopped going to the synagogue, and 
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began services in the “school of Tyrannus.” This 
was probably a lecture hall where a man by the 
name of Tyrannus taught the people his system of 
philosophy. Here Paul preached and worked for 
two years. It is interesting to note that Paul 
changed his method whenever necessary. At Cor- 
inth he preached in a private home. At Ephesus 
he used a heathen hall. The gospel is not con- 
fined to cathedrals and to temples. Wherever peo- 
ple gather in the name of Jesus, in a home or in 
the woods, in a tent or in a marble building, there 
we have a Christian church. 


PAUL’S AUDIENCE 
Acts 19: 10 


To this public hall people from all Asia came 
and listened to the word. Perhaps in the morning 
they heard Tyrannus and in the afternoon they 
heard Paul. What had Tyrannus to offer? Not 
very much. Perhaps he told them that all they 
could do was to “eat, drink, and be merry.” Per- 
haps he told them to be patient in the presence of 
disaster, disease, and death. When they listened to 
Paul they would hear something very different. To 
them it would seem quite new. He told them of 
God, the heavenly Father, of the forgiveness of 
sins, of the life after death, of the presence of the 
Spirit of Jesus in their hearts. They must have 
published everywhere the good news. If Christ’s 
gospel was better than the religion of the Jews, 
how much better it was than the pagan religion of 
Ephesus, and the Roman world! Try to state why 
the gospel of Jesus is the best and only religion in 
the world. 


THE NAME OF THE LORD JESUS 
Acts 19: 11-16 


In Ephesus Paul came into contact not only with 
Jewish religion but with pagan forms of faith. 
Wherever the gospel is strongly opposed, God 
strongly reveals his presence and his power, and at 
Ephesus God gave Paul power to work many spe- 
cial miracles. These miracles were performed for 
some time. God gave Paul power to heal the sick, 
and so sincerely did the people believe in him that 
they showed their faith as did the woman in the 
Gospel who touched the hem of Jesus’ garment. 
God accepts even imperfect faith. In Ephesus there 
were certain wandering Jews, who practiced magic 
and who by secret words and charms claimed to be 
able to heal disease and to cast out evil spirits. 
They were deceivers, but they knew Paul’s miracles 
were real and so they sought to imitate Paul by 
using the name of Jesus as their magical name. 
Though they used the name of Jesus as Paul used 
it, they failed. Even the seven sons of Sceva, a 
high priest, failed. Not only did they fail but they 
made matters worse and instead of healing the 
man with the evil spirit, the man turned upon them 
and would have killed them had they not fled, naked 
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and wounded. To speak the name of Jesus is not 
enough. Paul not only spoke Jesus’ name but lived 
as Jesus would have him live. Paul used the name 
of Jesus not for selfish purposes but to help others. 
The magicians sought personal profit. The gospel 
is not magic, but love, and life, and unselfish serv- 
ice. Do we ever try to use the name of Jesus as 
if it were a name of magic? 


GOSPEL VICTORY IN EPHESUS 
Acts 19 : 17-20 


The people of Ephesus, both Jews and Greeks, 
soon discovered that the miracles of Paul were 
real, and the reported miracles of the magicians 
were a sham. They discovered, too, that the dif- 
ference between Paul and the magicians lay in the 
fact that Paul was a believer in Jesus. He lived 
as Jesus would have him live, and he worshiped 
not idols, but the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. The result was a great religious re- 
vival. The name of Jesus was heard on every- 
one’s lips. His name was “magnified,” and many 
of the magicians openly renounced their magic and 
in the sight of all the people brought their books 
of magic which they had been selling to the people 
and burned them. It meant a great sacrifice for 
them, for the value of the “books” or “charms” 
burned, reached an enormous sum. A piece of sil- 
ver was at that time a day’s wage. Fifty thousand 
pieces of silver would be equal to fifty thousand 
days’ wages. This meant also victory for Paul and 
the gospel. Fear came upon everyone and “mightily 
grew the word of the Lord and prevailed.” To 
bring men to believe in Jesus and to cast out evil 
from their hearts is a greater miracle than casting 
out evil spirits and healing disease. 


DIANA OF THE EPHESIANS 
Acts 19 : 23-41 


The rest of the interesting story of Paul’s work 
at Ephesus is not printed in the Quarterly but 
should be read. So successful was Paul in his mis- 
sion of preaching the gospel in Ephesus that pil- 
grims to the great shrine of Diana began to grow 
less, and therefore there were fewer to purchase 
the little models which the silversmiths and the 
coppersmiths made and sold. In a word, the gospel 
interfered with bad business. It has often done 
It interfered with the slave trade and with 
the liquor traffic. It interferes with gambling and 
all bad business. Diana was the great goddess of 
Asia, and to her shrine and temple at Ephesus 
multitudes came. Now traffic in idols was some- 
what halted. Read this wonderful story about 
Demetrius the silversmith, and his appeal, of the 
illegal arrest of Paul’s companions, Gaius and 
Aristarchus, of the excited mob in the theater, of 
how Paul’s friends refused to let him risk himself 
among them, of the charge made by Alexander and 
how he was howled down, of the confusion and bed- 


so. 
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lam that was carried on for two hours until the 
“townclerk,” or mayor of the city, quieted the mob 
and dismissed them. In all this Paul seems to have 
been silent. No charge was brought against him. 
He had, of course, preached Jesus without attack- 
ing Diana, and whenever Jesus is proclaimed, the 


idols fall. It is not necessary to denounce false 
religions. It is necessary only to enthrone the true 
religion. Jesus himself said, “And I, if I be lifted 


up from the earth, will draw all men unto myself.” 
The gospel of Jesus is the true gospel and there- 
fore it conquers. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Locate on the map the places visited during 
Paul’s second missionary journey. 

2. Why was Paul so greatly interested in Ephe- 
sus? 

3. Why did Paul leave the Jewish synagogue at 
Ephesus? 

4. Why did Paul stay over two years and three 
months at Ephesus? 

5. What methods did God use to establish the 
gospel in Ephesus? 

6. With what opposition did the gospel meet in 
Ephesus? 


The Intermediate Catechism 


(Question 57 continued; Commandments III and IV) 


III. Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord 
thy God in vain; for the Lord will not hold him 
guiltless that taketh his name in vain. 

IV. Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 
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Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work: but 
the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy 
God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor 
thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy 
maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is 
within thy gates: for in six days the Lord made 
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, 
and rested the seventh day: wherefore the Lord 
blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed it. 

(The answer to Question 57 will be concluded in 
the next lesson.) 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 

1. Trace the course of Paul’s journey from Cor- 
inth to Ephesus. 

2. Who was Apollos and what service did he ren- 
der? 

3. What was “the school of Tyrannus,” 
did Paul make it his headquarters? 

4. How did Paul prove the superiority of the 
gospel to the people of Ephesus? 

5. What is the difference between magic and re- 
ligion? 

6. In destroying the worship of Diana, what 
methods and message did Paul use? 


and why 


The Shorter Catechism 

Q. 42. What is the sum of the ten command- 
ments? 

A. The sum of the ten commandments is, to love 
the Lord our God, with all our heart, with all our 
soul, with all our strength, and with all our mind; 
and our neighbor as ourselves. 


Lesson ITI—PAUL WRITES TO THE CHRISTIANS AT CORINTH 


The Golden Text—“But now abideth faith, hope, love, these three; and the greatest of these is love.” 
—I Cor. 13: 13. 


TEXT OF LESSON, I COR. 1:10, 11; ch. 13 (Read the entire epistle) 


Ch. 1:10 Now I beseech you, brethren, through 
the name of our Lord Je’sus Christ, that ye all 
speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions 
among you; but that ye be perfected together in the 
same mind and in the same judgment. 

11 For it hath been signified unto me concerning 
you, my brethren, by them that are of the household 
of Chlo’e, that there are contentions among you. 

* * * * * 


Ch. 13: 1 If I speak with the tongues of men and 
of angels, but have not love, I am become sounding 
brass, or a clanging cymbal. 

2 And if I have the gift of prophecy, and know 
all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all 
faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, 
I am nothing. 

3 And if I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, 
and if I give my body to be burned, but have not 
love, it profiteth me nothing. 


4. Love suffereth long, and is kind; love envieth 
not; love vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, 

_5 Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not its 
own, is not provoked, taketh not account of evil; 

6 Rejoiceth not in unrighteousness, but rejoiceth 
with the truth; 

7 Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth 
all things, endureth all things. 

8 Love never faileth: but whether there be 
prophecies, they shall be done away; whether there 
be tongu2s they shall cease; whether there be 
knowledge, i+ shall be done away. 

9 For we know in part, and we prophesy in part; 

10 But when that which is perfect is come, that 
which is in part shall be done away. 

11 When I was a child, I spake as a child, I felt 
as a child, I thought as a child: now that I am be- 
come a man, I have put away childish things. 

12 For now we see in a mirror, darkly; but then 
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face to face: now I know in part; but then shall 
I know fully even as also I was fully known. 


The Time—A.D. 56 or 57. 


Christians at Corinth October 16, 1921 


13 But now abideth faith, hope, love, these three; 
and the greatest of these is love. 


The Place—Ephesus 
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DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES 


Ch. 1:10. Through the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Paul knows that however the Corinthians 
may be divided, they can unite upon the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

11. Chloe. We know nothing about her except 
what is told here. Those of her “household” may 
have been children or brothers or servants. 

Ch. 13:1. Tongues. The Early Church possessed 
“diversities of gifts,’ of which speaking in strange 
tongues was one, prophesying another, working 
miracles another. Paul says that love is the great- 
est “gift.” ; 

12. In a mirror. Ancient mirrors were made of 
metal, bronze or copper, and were very imperfect. 
By means of them they saw “darkly,” that is, not 
clearly. 


PAUL AS A LETTER WRITER 


Paul was a great letter writer. He wrote some of 
the most wonderful letters that have been written. 
They are called “epistles,” but they are letters writ- 
ten to individuals and to churches. We have four- 
teen such letters in the New Testament, if we in- 
clude Hebrews, but we know that Paul wrote other 
letters which have been lost. The first letter which 
he wrote, as far as we know, was his first letter 
to the church at Thessalonica. When he said good- 
by to the churches he founded, he did not forget 
them, and he wrote letters to them, encouraging, 
helping, warning, and advising them. Can you name 
the thirteen letters of the New Testament which we 
are sure Paul wrote? Begin with Romans and end 
with Philemon. Christians have been reading these 
letters for almost nineteen hundred years. 


PAUL’S LETTER TO CORINTH 


Paul founded the church at Corinth during his 
second missionary journey. You can read about the 
founding of the church in Acts, ch. 18. Some years 
afterwards, perhaps three or four, Paul heard tid- 
ings about the church at Corinth, which disturbed 
him and he wrote to the church there the letter that 
is now called the First Epistle to the Corinthians. 
It is a wonderful letter. It contains sixteen chap- 
ters and it should be read through from beginning 
to end. The thirteenth and the fifteenth chapters 


are two of the greatest chapters in the Bible. What 
are the subjects of these chapters? 


WHY PAUL WROTE TO CORINTH 

Paul had been absent from Corinth for some time. 
He had not forgotten the Christians there and he 
had sent the eloquent Apollos to that field of serv- 
ice. Corinth was the most important city in Greece 
and was the commercial capital of the world. Paul 
was anxious for the success of the gospel there. 
We are told that persons from the home of a woman 
by the name of Chloe came to Paul, probably at 
Ephesus, where he was in our last lesson, and told 
him of the divisions and disputes which were dis- 
turbing the church which he so greatly loved at 
Corinth. If you will read the first chapter, you 
will find what the trouble was. There were four 
parties in the church. See I Cor. 1:12. There 
was a Paul party, an Apollos party, a Peter (or 
Cephas) party, and a Christ party. Some followed 
the teaching of Paul, some the teaching of Peter, 
some the teaching of Apollos, and some would have 
nothing to do with Paul or Peter or Apollos, but 
claimed the right to follow only Christ. Paul told 
all of these parties that they should “all speak the 
same thing,” for they were all one in the name of 
the Lord Jesus. 


THE CONDITION OF THE CHURCH 
EiCorek Sl02lk 


The party division in the church was not the 
only reason why Paul wrote to the Christians at 
Corinth. Some of them were not living right. 
Whenever there are divisions and contentions, there 
is something wrong with the lives of Christians, 
There were some guilty of impurity and wrong lhv- 
ing. They professed to be Christians, but they still 
lived like the heathen with whom they associated. 
Paul seems to have written an earlier letter to 
them about this condition. See I Cor. 5:9. Of 
course we do not now have this letter, but from 
the way Paul speaks about it in this First Epistle, 
we know that it was not well received. People do 
not like to be rebuked for their sins. But Paul was 
a true Christian leader and in this letter he urged 
them to be pure and Christlike. He wrote: “Know 
ye not that ye are a temple of God, and that the 
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Spirit of God dwelleth in you? If any man de- 
stroyeth the temple of God, him shall God destroy; 
for the temple of God is holy, and such are ye.” 
There were some, too, who denied the fact of the 
resurrection. I Cor. 15: 12. 


CHRISTIANS AND CHURCH WORSHIP 
T Gorse wire 


We are apt to think the Early Christian Church 
was purer and more perfect than the Church to-day. 
From this letter to the Corinthians, we see that the 
church of Corinth was very far from being pure or 
perfect. First we are told of divisions and parties 
in the church, and then of immoral conduct, and 
then of wrong customs in the church and false ideas 
concerning worship and 
the sacraments. In ch. 
11 Paul wrote about the 
conditions which existed 
in connection with the 
observance of the Lord’s 
Supper. Read I Cor. 
11 : 23-34. In ch. 12, he 
took up the question of 
worship. It would seem 
that in the church at 
Corinth, different per- 
sons possessed different 
miraculous gifts. One 
possessed the gift of heal- 
ing, another could work 
miracles, another could 
prophesy, another  dis- 
cern spirits, another 
could speak with tongues. 
Read I Cor. 12: 8-10; 
28-30. These different 
talents were looked upon 
as higher or lower, and 
persons became jealous 
and envious of those pos- 
sessing the — so-called 
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tongues, or some other exceptional gift, Paul wrote 
that there was one really “excellent” gift, one gift 
above all others. It is not what men call miracu- 
lous, for it belongs to common life and may be found 
in common homes; and this most excellent gift is 
the gift of love. What wonderful things he says 
about love! It was Jesus who said that to love 
was the greatest of all the commandments and Paul 
merely says over again what Jesus himself. said. 
Suppose you change the word “love” to the word 
“Jesus” and read “Jesus suffereth long, and is kind; 

. . Jesus beareth all things, believeth all things, 
Hopeth all things, endureth all things. Jesus never 
faileth.” The greatest revelation of love which 
the world has ever known is in Jesus and in 
his cross. 


THE BEST REMEDY 
IT Cor#13) ¢: Visei2 


What would happen 
to the divisions and the 
strifes among Christians 
if they were fully to fol- 
low Paul’s counsel about 
love? Strife could not 
last in an atmosphere of 
love. The spirit of love 
kills all jealousy, all 
rivalry of an unkind na- 
ture, all selfish . party 
spirit. This was Paul’s 
answer to the jealousy 
and party strife that was 
vexing the church at 
Corinth. Love easts out 
strife and_ selfishness. 
Love is kind, unselfish, 
courteous, patient. Love 
seeks not selfish ends but 
the welfare of others. 
Love heals differences 
and perfects friendships. 


“oreater gifts.” Paul told Rembrandt Love redeems and saves 
them that all these THE APOSTLE PAUL us. In a boarding school 
“oifts” came from the , a rather plain girl was 


same Holy Spirit, I Cor. 

12:11, and then told them that without love, none 
of these great gifts counted for anything. Love is 
the “most excellent way.” I Cor. 12: 31. 


THE GREATEST THING IN THE WORLD 
I Cor. 13: 4-10 


This is one of the most wonderful chapters of the 
Bible. It should be memorized. It is like beautiful 
poetry and is called “Paul’s Hymn of Love.” Henry 
Drummond wrote a beautiful little book about it 
which he ealled “The Greatest Thing in the World.” 
While the Christians of Corinth disputed about 
which was the greatest gift, the gift of healing, or 
the gift of miracles, or the gift of speaking with 


treated with cruelty be- 
cause of her unattractive appearance. The teacher 
understood and saw her unhappiness, and one day she 
drew her to her and said as she put a black bulb in 
her hand: “You are like this. Plant it and see.” 
She planted it and soon there came out of the green 
shoot, a beautiful Japanese lily. Then she knew 
that it is what one is in one’s heart that makes life 
beautiful, and the love which the teacher planted 
in her soul blossomed out into singular loveliness of 
life, and the bitterness of the school soon dis- 
appeared. Paul’s remedy of love would heal not 
only broken hearts, but broken homes and all forms 
of social strife. “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart. ... Thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bor as thyself,” 
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THE GOLDEN TEXT 
I; Gor, 13,213 


The golden text, “But now abideth faith, hope, 
love, these three; and the greatest of these is love,” 
may be taken for the key verse of the entire epistle. 
Paul in this letter to the Corinthian Church, speaks 
much of faith. He calls the Corinthians to faith in 
the Lord Jesus. He shows them in the fifteenth chap- 
ter that Jesus is risen from the dead and is Con- 
queror of all things. He tells them that they belong 
to Christ. Their bodies are the temple of the Holy 
Spirit. He also speaks of hope. He calls them to a 
higher, purer life. He pictures himself as an athlete 
wrestling and boxing and training himself in order 
to win the prize. Read I Cor. 9 : 24-27. He has hope 
of gaining an “incorruptible” crown. Above all he 
speaks to them of love. Knowledge and genius and 
miraculous gifts may pass away but faith and hope 
and love abide, and the greatest of all is love. 


PAUL’S ILLUSTRATIONS 


When you read through the First Epistle to the 
Corinthians, make a list of the illustrations that 
Paul uses. You will discover that Paul is inter- 
ested in city life and in the events of social and 
political life about him. He speaks of himself as a 
builder, laying a good foundation. Ch. 3:10. He 
speaks of fire testing the building they have erected. 
Ch. 3:13. He says that the bodies of men are the 
temples of God. Ch. 3:16; 6:19. He likens the 
Christian life to that of an athlete in the Greek 
games. Ch. 9: 24-27. The organization of the 
Church is like the organization of the human body, 
many parts but one life. Ch. 12 : 25-31. Notice the 
illustrations in his “Hymn of Love”: “sounding 
brass,” “clanging cymbal,” “a child,’ “a mirror.” 
In his great chapter on the resurrection he has 
many illustrations: the grain that dies and multi- 
plies, ch. 15 : 36, 37; the sun, the moon, the stars, 
ch. 15: 41; the sound of the trumpet, ch. 15: 52. 
Paul not only has a great heart but he has also a 
great brain. He not only loves but he thinks, and 
all that he is has been dedicated to Christ. Paul 
wishes the Christians at Corinth to give their all 
to Christ. Jenny Lind, the great singer, once said, 
“T sing to God,” and a great writer adds, “Why 
should we not do all the work of life in the same 
spirit?” “I sing for God”; “I plow for God”; “I 
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buy and sell for God.” If we will only love Christ 
enough, then we will live for him, speak for him, 
think for him, write for him, work for him. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Why did Paul write so many letters? 

2. When and by whom was the church at Corinth 
founded ? 

3. What was the trouble at Corinth? 

4. What advice did Paul give to the Corinthian 
Christians? 

5. Why is love the greatest thing in the world? 

6. Give in your own words some of Paul’s great 
messages to the Corinthian Church. 


The Intermediate Catechism 


(Question 57 concluded. Commandments V-X.) 

V. Honor thy father and thy mother: that thy 
days may be long upon the land which the Lord thy 
God giveth thee. 

VI. Thou shalt not kill. 

VII. Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

VIII. Thou shalt not steal. 

IX. Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy 
neighbor. 

X. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s house, thou 
shalt not covet thy neighbor’s wife, nor his manserv- 
ant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor 
any thing that is thy neighbor’s. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. When and why did Paul write his first letter 
to the church at Corinth? 

2. Name the New Testament letters by Paul. 

3. What advice did Paul give to the church at 
Corinth? 

4. What was Paul’s purpose in writing the thir- 
teenth chapter? 

5. Have you ever written to some one a letter 
about the Christian life? 

6. What is the remedy for all church divisions? 


The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 43. What is the preface to the ten command- 
ments? 

A. The preface to the ten commandments is in 
these words, I am the LORD thy God, which have 
brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of bondage. 


Lesson IV—PAUL’S LAST JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM 


The Golden Text—“Let us not be weary in well-doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.” 
—Gal. 6: 9. 


TEXT OF LESSON, ACTS 21: 1-17 


For entire lesson, see Acts 20:1 to 21: 17 


1 And when it came to pass that we were 
parted from them and had set sail, we came with a 
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straight course unto Cos, and the next day unto 
Rhodes, and from thence unto Pat’a-ra: 
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2 And having found a ship crossing over unto 
Phe-ni'ci-a, we went aboard, and set sail. 

3 And when we had come in sight of Cy’prus, 
leaving it on the left hand, we sailed unto Syr’‘i-a, 
and landed at Tyre; for there the ship was to un- 
lade her burden. 

4. And having found the disciples, we tarried 
there seven days: and these said to Paul through 
the Spirit, th2t he should not set foot in Je-ru’sa- 
lem. 

5 And when it came to pass that we had accom- 
pli -.d the days, we departed and went on our 
journey; and they all, with wives and children, 
brought us on our way till we were out of the city: 
and kneeling down on the beach, we prayed, and 
bade cach other farewell; 

6 And we went on board the ship, but they re- 
turned home again. 

7 And when we had finished the voyage from 
Tyre, we arrived at Ptol-e-ma’is; and we saluted the 
brethren, and abode with them one day. 

8 And on the morrow we departed, and came 
unto Ces-a-re’a: and entering into the house of 
Phil’ip the evangelist, who was one of the seven, 
we abode with him. 

9 Now this man had four virgin daughters, who 
prophesied. 


The Time—About A.pD. 58. 
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10 And as we tarried there some days, there 
came down from Ju-de’a a certain prophet, named 
Ag’a-bus. 

11 And coming to us, and taking Paul’s girdle, he 
bound his own feet and hands, and said, Thus saith 
the Holy Spirit, So shall the Jews at Je-ru’sa-lem 
bind the man that owneth this girdle, and shall 
deliver him into the hands of the Gen’'tiles. 


12 And when we heard these things, both we and 
they of that place besought him not to go up to 
Je-ru’sa-lem. 

13 Then Paul answered, What do ye, weeping and 
breaking my heart? for I am ready not to be bound 
only, but also to die at Je-ru’sa-lem for the name 
of the Lord Je’sus. 

14. And when he would not be persuaded, we 
ceased, saying, The will of the Lord be done. 

15 And after these days we took up our baggage 
and went up to Je-ru’sa-lem. 

16 And there went with us also certain of the 
disciples from Ces-a-re’a, bringing with them one 
Mna’son of Cy’prus, an early disciple, with whom 
we should lodge. 

17 And when we were come to Je-ru’sa-lem, the 
brethren received us gladly. 


The Place—Journeying to Jerusalem. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 

DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday, -October 172.23 ....o «spice eee ne Starting for: verusalem.£ fh dor mais sina eine Acts 20: 1-12. 
Tuesday, OctoberalS. 4"), cane ae hee [nterview wat y Miletus: .. beter rs. «20 cse are Acts 20: 13-27. 
Wednesday, October 19-4." fae awe oo eet in’ A feclionate © Ce ArbING ccs tice |. b otonken dal Acts 20: 28-38. 
Thursday, October. 20-5. 2 << same te tee atria Paul’s Last Journey to Jerusalem.......... Acts 21: 1-17. 
‘Eriday, ‘October; 2s se. S27 0h. Faw ees ces Panba UW veetingn, fo wes ot Saleen ope een ans sla Rom. 16: 1-16. 
pattrday, October 22... 21.2. eae eee Brotherly ove: See AC ACO AL Stacey woah tne Psalms 133, 134. 
Sunday, Octoberd23 os. dav 4s Ge stecteieeee Abiding in’ Christ:064-.722 0.60. oli is ae ta John 15: 1-14. 


PERSONS AND PLACES 


1. Cos, ... Rhodes, ... Patara. Cos, an island 
off the coast of Caria in Asia. Rhodes, a large is- 
land off the Carian coast. Its capital was also called 
Rhodes. Here was the famous “Colossus of 
Rhodes,” one of the seven wonders of the ancient 
world, which stood one hundred and five feet high. 
Patara, a seaport on the coast of Lycia in Asia. 

2, 3. Phenicia,... Tyre. Tyre was the capital of 
Pheenicia, the country now called Syria. Tyre was 
the great seaport of the ancient world, said to have 
been founded in 2750 B.c. 

7. Ptolemais. Now called Acre, situated near 
Mount Carmel. 

8. Philip. Originally one of the seven deacons. 
See ch. 6:5. Because of his success in preaching 
he was advanced to the position of an evangelist. 

10. Agabus. He was a prophet and used the 
methods of the Old Testament prophets. I Kings 
22:11; Isa. 20:2; Jer. 13:1. See Acts 21: 27 for 
the fulfillment of his prophecy. 
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THE JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM 
Acts’ 20 *1"to: 21 Te 


Read ch. 20 as well as the verses printed in the 
Quarterly, and trace this journey on the map. It 
is, the concluding portion of Paul’s third missionary 
journey. In our last lesson, Paul was at Ephesus. 
He escaped the riot in the theater, and leaving 
Ephesus, he went to Macedonia and then to Greece, 
where he remained three months. To avoid a plot 
to kill him, instead of going direct to Jerusalem 
by ship, he returned again to Macedonia, visiting 
Philippi. Seven companions, together with Luke, 
joined him at Troas, where he stayed a week. Paul 
walked from Troas, meeting the ship with his com- 
panions at Assos, where he embarked for Jerusalem, 
touching at Mitylene, Chios, Samos, and Miletus. 
While he was at Miletus, the elders from Ephesus 
visited him. From Miletus he went to Cos, Rhodes, 
Patara, Tyre, Ptolemais, and finally to Cesarea, 
where he left the ship and traveled overland with 
his companions and friends to Jerusalem, where he 


Lesson IV 


lodged with Mnason, a disciple. The journey was 
taken in a sailing vessel which did business at the 
ports at which it stopped. 


FROM EPHESUS TO MILETUS 
Ch. 20 

_ Chapter 20 tells the story of Paul’s journey from 
Ephesus back to Miletus, where his friends from 
Ephesus came to talk with him. After the riot in 
the Ephesian theater, where the people cried out, 
“Great is Diana of the Ephesians,” Paul thought it 
best to leave Ephesus. We are not told how he 
left that city, but it seems that he went directly 
to Macedonia and from there to Greece. Doubtless 
he visited and encouraged the Christians in the 
churches he had founded at Philippi, Thessalonica, 
Berea, and Corinth. He intended to sail from 
Greece to Jerusalem, but a plot to kill him on the 
ship was discovered, and he re- 
turned again to Macedonia. Paul 
had set his heart on going to 
Jerusalem. He had spent the 
passover feast at Philippi and 
planned to be in Jerusalem at 
Pentecost. He had _ therefore 
about seven weeks for the jour- 
ney. He had with him quite a 
group of companions. They were 
representatives of the various 
churches and were going up with 
Paul to Jerusalem with their 
contributions for the poor Chris- 
tians at Jerusalem. 

Two important events took 
place on the journey, as recorded 
in ch. 20. The first was at Troas, 
where he spent a week, and 
preached on the first day of the 
week. This is the first mention 
in the New Testament of the 
observance of Sunday. Paul 
preached-so long that the young 
man Eutychus, having fallen 
asleep, fell from the window 
where he was sitting and was 
killed. Paul restored him to life and continued the 
service till daybreak. — 

The second interesting event took place at Mile- 
tus. For some reason Paul did not wish to visit 
Ephesus. Perhaps it was not safe, or time for- 
bade. While at Miletus he had time during the 
loading and unloading of the ship to send for the 
elders of the church at Ephesus, a distance of about 
thirty-six miles. On the shore at Miletus, Paul 
spoke to them, encouraged them, and told them of 
his plans to visit Jerusalem. After he prayed with 
them, they kissed him and wept upon his neck, 
“sorrowing most of all for the word which he had 
spoken, that they should behold his face no more.” 
Read the wonderful story in ch. 20: 17-38, If Paul 
had cruel enemies, he had also loyal friends who 
loved him and would have died for him. 
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PRESSING ON TO JERUSALEM 
Acts 21: 1-3 

The first vessel that Paul sailed on from Philippi 
went no farther than Patara. There he found 
another vessel sailing for Tyre and immediately he 
took passage on it. The winds and weather were 
favorable and they made rapid progress toward 
their destination. 

Paul was pressing on to Jerusalem, conscious that 
danger and perhaps death awaited him there. We 
have already seen in his talk to the Ephesian elders 
that he felt that he was taking his life in his hands 
by going up to Jerusalem, and in the verses of our 
lesson this fact is brought out still more plainly. 
Why did he thus put his life in danger? Why did 
he insist upon making the journey? If you will 
turn to his letter to the Romans you will see how 
passionately he loved his own countrymen, the Jews, 


GENERAL VIEW OF TYRE 
“ We sailed into Syria, and landed at Tyre” 


and longed that they might accept Jesus as their 
Lord. In Rom. 9: 2-4a, this is what he says: “I 
have great sorrow and unceasing pain in my heart. 
For I could wish that I myself were anathema from 
Christ for my brethren’s sake, my kinsinen accord- 
ing to the flesh: who are Israelites.” Paul may 
have felt that when he had shown them how God 
had brought the Gentiles into the Kingdom, and 
had taken to the poor the generous gifts of these 
Gentile converts, they would listen to his story and 
be led to accept Christ. Yet he knew the danger 
of their rejection, and was willing to face it. 


PAUL IN THE CITY OF TYRE 
Acts 21 : 4-6 
The ship’s cargo was destined for Tyre, and some 
days would be required for the unloading. During 
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seven days of waiting Paul found a group of Chris- 
tian disciples and had fellowship with them. This 
is the first time we read about the Christians in 
Tyre. Tyre was a great and ancient city and was 
the greatest seaport of the ancient world. The 
people of Tyre were great sailors and had charted 
both the sea and the sky, so that they could sail 
by night as well as by day. In Acts 11:19, we 
read that after the persecution begun by Paul after 
the death of Stephen, the disciples “travelled as far 
as Phoenicia, and Cyprus, and Antioch.” Perhaps, 
then, these Christians were among those who had 
‘suffered from Paul’s hand and now he was among 
them as their leader and friend. 

These Christians and friends begged Paul not to 
go to Jerusalem. The Spirit of God warned them 
that Paul would suffer harm there. But Paul would 
not be hindered. Like Jesus, he had “set his face 
to go to Jerusalem,” even if he should die there. 

The parting scene at Tyre on the seashore re- 
minds us of the parting at Miletus, but it was even 
more tender and appealing, for now not only were 
the men present, but “they all, with wives and 
children” brought Paul and his companions down 
to the ship and there on the beach they prayed 
and bade one another farewell. What a strange 
picture for the sailors and the people on the shore! 
Do you know anything like it? Read about the 
Pilgrim Fathers saying good-by to their pastor and 
their friends on the shore of the sea at Holland 
before sailing for their new home in the new 
world. 


PAUL AND PHILIP 
Acts 21 : 7-9 


After leaving Tyre, Paul sailed to Ptolemais and 
there he seems to have left the ship and made the 
journey overland to Caesarea, where he and his com- 
panions were entertained in the home of Philip. 
Philip was one of the seven deacons, a companion of 
Stephen, who by faithful service had become an 
evangelist. What strange memories would arise in 
Paul’s mind as ne thought of Scvephen, Philip’s 
friend! Philip had four daughters who were 
prophetesses. There were women prophets in the 
Old Testament, among them Miriam and Deborah. 
Peter, in his sermon on the Day of Pentecost, had 
quoted from the prophet Joel to the effect that when 
God’s Spirit was poured out, “your sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy.” Perhaps they, too, fore- 
‘told the dangers awaiting Paul at Jerusalem. 


PAUL AND THE PROPHET AGABUS 
Acts 21: 10-14 


Again and again Paul had been warned not to 
go to Jerusalem, but he turned away from all such 
appeals. His hardest and sorest trial, however, was 
yet to come. While in the house of Philip at 
Cesarea, the word went forth to Judea that Paul 
was on his way there. Upon hearing the word a 
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Christian prophet by the name of Agabus came 
from Judea to Caesarea and warned Paul not to 
set foot in Jerusalem. His warning was very dra- 
matic. He took Paul’s girdle and bound his own 
hands and feet and said, “Thus saith the Holy 
Spirit, So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man 
that owneth this girdle, and shall deliver him into 
the hands of the Gentiles.” This was the way that 
prophets in the Old Testament made their messages 
startling and clear. Read I Kings 22:11; Isa. 
20:2; Jer. 13:1. Up to this time Paul’s com- 
panions had refrained from influencing him. Per- 
haps they encouraged him to go forward, but the 
strange message of Agabus startled them and they, 
too, joined in the appeal that Paul should not go 
to Jerusalem. It was almost more than Paul could 
stand and there is deep feeling in his words, 
“What do ye, weeping and breaking my heart? 
for I am ready not to be bound only, but also to 
die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.” 
When they saw that Paul meant to do what he 
felt was God’s will, they said no more. They knew 
that Paul was not only sincere but brave. He was 
willing not only to suffer, but to die in order to 
bring his own people to Christ. 


PAUL AT JERUSALEM 
Acts. 214 15-17 


After resting and visiting with Philip and the 
Christians at Caesarea for some days, Paul and his 
companions took up their baggage and made their 
way to Jerusalem, stopping at the home of Mnason, 
a disciple from Cyprus, whose home probably was 
somewhere near Jerusalem. Hospitality was one 
of the outstanding virtues of the early Christians. 

When Paul entered Jerusalem, the Christians 
there received him gladly. It was a happy meeting 
and, for a while at least, all Paul’s fears van- 
ished in the love and happiness of the Jerusalem 
church. It would seem as if the leaders of the 
church at Jerusalem always doubted Paul. They 
doubted his gospel. They doubted his wisdom in 
immediately admitting Gentiles to the Church upon 
confession of their faith in Jesus, and so Paul had 
made his headquarters at Antioch. We will see in 
our next lesson the deep reasons for this misunder- 
standing. The Christians at Jerusalem wished to 
remain loyal to the old Jewish Law. Paul was free 
from that Law through Christ Jesus. Good people 
often misunderstand one another, but it is pleasant 
to read that when Paul first met with the Chris- 
tians in Jerusalem, happiness reigned. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Trace Paul’s journey from Greece to Jerusa- 
lem. : 

2. Why did Paul not go by sea from Greece to 
Jerusalem ? 

3. Why did the Jews seek to take Paul’s life? 

4. What was Paul’s reason for going to Jerusalem 
even at the risk of his life? 
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5. Was Paul right in opposing all efforts to hin- 
der his going to Jerusalem? 

6. Why was Paul received gladly by the Chris- 
tians in Jerusalem? 


_ The Intermediate Catechism 

Q. 58. What do the first four commandments 
teach? 

A. The first four commandments teach that there 
is but one God; that we should worship him alone, 
reverence his name and keep his Sabbath holy. 

Q. 59. What does the fifth commandment teach? 

A. The fifth commandment teaches that it is our 
duty to love and honor our parents and to obey them 
in all things, in the Lord. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. What companions went with Paul to Jerusa- 
lem? What purpose had they in going? 


2. How was Paul warned not to go to Jerusa- 
lem? 

3. What happened at Troas? at Miletus? 

4. Trace on the map Paul’s third missionary jour- 
ney. 

5. Why was Paul so disturbed both by Jews and 
by Jewish Christians? 

6. Was Paul right in refusing to listen to the 
entreaties of his friends? Why? 

7. What do you most admire about Paul? 


The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 44. What doth the preface to the ten com- 
mandments teach us? 

A. The preface to the ten commandments teach- 
eth us, that because God is the Lord, and our God, 
and Redeemer, therefore we are bound to keep all 
his commandments. 


Lesson V—STRONG DRINK IN A NATION’S LIFE (World’s 


‘Temperance Sunday) 
The Golden Text—‘Woe unto him that giveth his neighbor drink.”’—Hab. 2 : 15 


TEXT OF LESSON, 


1 Woe to the crown of pride of the drunkards 
of E’phra-im, and to the fading flower of his glori- 
ous beauty, which is on the head of the fat valley of 
them that are overcome with wine! 

2 Behold, the Lord hath a mighty and strong 
one; as a tempest of hail, a destroying storm, as 
a tempest of mighty waters overflowing, will he 
cast down to the earth with the hand. 

3 The crown of pride of the drunkards of 
E’phra-im shall be trodden under foot: 

4 And the fading flower of his glorious beauty, 
which is on the head of the fat valley, shall be as 
the first-ripe fig before the summer; which when he 
that looketh upon it seeth, while it is yet in his 
hand he eateth it up. 

5 In that day will Je-ho’vah of hosts be for 
a crown of glory, and a diadem of beauty, unto 
the residue of his people; 

6 And a spirit of iustice to him that sitteth in 
judgment, and strength to them that turn back the 
battle at the gate. 

7 And even these reel with wine, and stagger with 
strong drink; the priest and the prophet reel with 


ISA. 28: 1-13 


strong drink, they are swallowed up of wine, they 
stagger with strong drink; they err in vision, they 
stumble in judgment. 

8 For all tables are full of vomit and filthiness, 
so that there is no place clean. 

9 Whom will he teach knowledge? and whom will 
he make to understand the message? them that 
are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the 
breasts? 


10 For it is precept upon precept, precept upon | 


precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, 
there a little. 

11 Nay, but by men of strange lips and with 
another tongue will he speak to this people; 

12 To whom he said, This is the rest, give ye rest 
to him that is weary; and this is the refreshing: 
yet they would not hear. 

13 Therefore shall the word of Je-ho’vah be unto 
them precept upon precept, precept upon precept; 
line upon line, line upon line; here a little, there 
a little; that they may go, and fall backward, and 
be broken, and snared, and taken. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
MongayaQetober 24020. oi. ee eele eeees so Lronge Drink. i a-Nation sites. .> cseek ce. Isa. 28 : 1-13. 
MICROM AGLO DORIC ito eke ei eas Woes: of thexw icked. Ants s vw. oe es caste Isa. 5: 11-19: 
Wednesdays Octoper 265% as iie. rocks oak ore The»Rechabitesesc ast. «ts ee we Re Jer. 35: 1-10. 
UP AOL ODOT OD, OF Spee Ao ok a ee gw lulteCta Of trons Drink? Fig Baron & See Prov. 23: 29-35. 
MRE CTA) Ee My ae eels! saves pv. aa: 349.4,0 > Drunkards Punished. 20 2..- Sah ets, «5 ural Luke 12: 41-48. 
Sasurday er Octoperiucdet olod.n Mie eee tS Belshazzar’ s Weart..05.i 0s soak « eames. Lous Dan. 5: 1-6, 25-28. 
Sunday, October 30....... ay bee ee eas The. Prnit: of the SpiriViateus i: 26 hah ete, os Gal. 5: 22.26. 
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DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES 


1. The crown of pride. The city of Samaria, 
crowning the valley like a diadem, is doomed be- 
cause of drink. 

2. A mighty and strong one. The prophet means 
the Assyrians, who captured Samaria in 722 B.C. 

4. The first-ripe fig. “An early ripe fig before the 
harvest.” It ripened in June, whereas the rest 
ripened in August. As soon as found, it was eaten. 

8. For all tables. These belong to the sacrificial 
feasts, at which the priests ministered. What a sad 
state of affairs! 

12. This is the rest. The prophet has pointed out 
to them that safety consists not in trusting in Egypt 
but in trusting in God. 


THE PURPOSE OF THE LESSON 


This lesson breaks in upon the regular study of 
the life of Paul and to that study we will return 
in the next lesson. The last Sunday of October is 
observed as Temperance Sunday all over the world, 
wherever there are Sunday schools. The curse of 
strong drink, of intemperance, has been so great 
that the truth must be taught to all boys and girls. 
For years boys and girls in day school and in Sun- 
day school have been taught that strong drink is 
a curse to individuals and to nations. That teach- 
ing was partly instrumental in the passing of the 
prohibition law in the United States. Strong drink 
has been known to all nations. The Russians have 
their vodka, the Japanese their sake made from 
rice, the Mexicans their pulque, the Tartars their 
kumiss made from milk, the Europeans and the 
Americans their whisky, beer, and wine. This les- 
son shows us how in Israel, more than seven cen- 
turies before Christ was born, the nation was going 
to ruin because of drink. It is a terrible story. 


THE LESSON STORY 
Isa. 28 : 1-13 


The story belongs to the time of King Hezekiah. 
The nation was threatened by Assyria, the great 
power of the East. The leading men wished to ward 
off the danger from Assyria by entering into a 
league with Egypt. The prophet Isaiah warned 
against this policy. He would have the people re- 
pent trom the evils within, which made them weak. 
He bade them put their trust in God. The nation 
had become immoral and drunken. The wealth of 
the valleys was turned into drink. God would not 
overlook such sin and he would punish the guilty 
nation by means of their enemy, Assyria. The crime 
was greater because the religious leaders of the 
people, the priests and the prophets. were themselves 
drunkards, and laughed at the warnings of the 
prophet. Isaiah was a young man when he was 
ealled to be a prophet. See Isa., ch. 6. He be- 
longed to the upper classes and was an intenre 
patriot and a great servant of Jehovah. 


THE CHARGE AGAINST THE NATION 
Isa. 28:1 


Isaiah began his charges against the nation by 
uttering the word “woe.” Chapters 28, 30, 31, 33 
all begin with this warning word. It recalls the 
way in which Jesus also spoke. Again and again 
he used the word “woe.” See Matt., ch. 23, where 
Jesus used the word seven times. The prophet 
Isaiah saw bad times ahead for the nation because 
of the habits of intemperance and drunkenness 
among the people. The “crown of pride” of Ephraim 
was the city of Samaria, a beautiful and proud 
city. Isaiah speaks of this beautiful city as the 
crown of Ephraim, the pet name for Israel. Sa- 
maria is, however, a drunkard, but a drunkard en- 
circled, as it were, with a wreath of fading flowers. 
This “crown of pride” will decay and fade. Per- 
haps the people in their feasts and revelry wore 
flowery wreaths, which faded as the feast ended, 
and the prophet said that Samaria, the beautiful 
city crowning the rich and fruitful valley of Eph- 
raim, because of ‘drunkenness would fade and dis- 
appear. Wealth and beauty and position belonged 
to Samaria, but none of these could save her when 
her people were drunkards. A nation is strong only 
when her people are pure. 


THE GATHERING STORM 
Isa. 28 : 2-4 


The nation of drunkards described by the prophet 
was doomed. God has many ways of punishing sin. 
Sometimes God allows one nation to punish another, 
and this is what happened to Israel. God allowed 
Assyria, the great power of the East to humble the 
nation. Assyria did not worship the true God, but 
God nevertheless used her. The prophet says that 
God has “a mighty and strong one,” by which he 
means Assyria, and that this power in God’s hand 
will come upon the people of Israel like “a tempest 
of hail, a destroying storm, as a tempest of mighty 
waters,” and that Samaria, “the crown of pride” 
will be trodden under foot, and that the prosperity 
and fertility of the valleys will be swallowed up 
as swiftly as one devours the first ripe fig which he 
finds upon the tree. You can read about the over- 
throw of, Samaria by Assyria in II Kings 18 : 9-12. 
Nothing is surer than that sin brings forth defeat 
and death. It is as true of a nation as it is true 
of persons, that “sia will find you out.” Yet the 
people of God had the finest national motto ever 
known: “Righteousness exalteth a nation; but sin 
is a reproach +o any people.” 

One who knew said, “God does not pay at the end 
ot every day, but in the end he pays.” 


SOD'S FAITHFULNESS 
190028. 5°6 


A true prophet and a true preacher always speaks 
a word of hope. Hope is the final message of the 
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gospel. God is able to save those who will turn 
to him. The prophet, therefore, states that in- 
stead of Samaria’s being the nation’s “crown of 
pride,” Jehovah will be “a crown of glory, and a 
diadem of beauty, unto the residue of his people.” 
That means those who remain true to him, the few 
who do not ruin themselves with drink. To these 
few God will be like a strong refuge. He will give 
the spirit of true justice to those who administer 
justice, and he will give strength to those who seek 
to turn back the enemy that has come even to the 
very gates of the city. It is a very beautiful pic- 
ture, and a still more beautiful promise. To those 
who are true to God, security comes at last. This 
was always Isaiah’s message. In ch. 26, he said: 
“We have a strong city; salvation will he appoint 
for walls and bulwarks. Open ye the gates, that 
the righteous nation which keepeth faith may enter 
in. Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose 
mind is stayed on thee; because he trusteth in thee. 
Trust ye in Jehovah for ever; for in Jehovah, even 
Jehovah, is an everlasting rock.” The nation that 
fears God need fear no other power. 


UNHOLY “HOLY MEN” 
Isa. 28: 7, 8 


The words of hope had no sooner been uttered 
than Isaiah thought again of the awful condition 
of the people. It was not only the common classes 
who had fallen away from God, but also the people 
who were the nation’s leaders, the priests and the 
prophets. Isaiah charged them with being drunk- 
ards. He was not afraid of speaking the truth. 
He was not afraid to tell the priests of the Temple 
their faults. The picture he painted of the religious 
leaders, staggering and reeling because of strong 
drink, of the holy places being unclean because of 
their disgusting drinking habits, is terrible. These 
men to whom the nation looked for guidance, are 
said to “err in vision,” to “stumble in judgment.” 
They were not fit to lead. Strong drink had not 
only destroyed their physical powers, but had also 
destroyed their mental talents and their moral judg- 
ments. Andrew Carnegie, in his autobiography, 
tells how drink overthrew many good men and rob- 
bed them of their opportunity of leadership. The 
liquor trade is condemned, not by religion only, but 
by business. Business needs a steady hand, a clear 
brain, a pure conscience; and strong drink robs a 
man of all these. 


THE MOCKING REPLY 
Isa. 28: 9, 10 


The people, especially the priests and the proph- 
ets, whom Isaiah had charged with drunkenness, 
did not like his plain words. That is not to be 
wondered at. People who are in the wrong do not 
like to be told the truth. They did not, however, 
deny his charge, nor did they seek to answer him. 
They mocked him. They ridiculed him. They 
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sneered at him. They laughed at him. They told 
him that he talked to them as if they were little 
children who knew nothing about life. He treated 
them, they said, like babies. His words were just 
baby talk. All he could do they said was to repeat 
old preverbs, old saws, old moral maxims. “For 
it is j.ecept upon precept, precept upon precept; 
line upon line, line upon line; here a little, there 
a little.’ There is mockery and ridicule in the very 
words. They have a sort of singsong about them. 
The words are all in one syllable and might be read, 
“word upon word, word upon word; law upon law, 
law upon law; a bit here and a bit there.” They 
had heard all that he had to say before. There was 
nothing new abeut it. It was familiar. How often 
young people treat the wisdom of parents and of 
pastors in just this way. They laugh at the famil- 
iar warnings and mock the very words of warning 
that are spoken for their good. They say, “Such 
words are good enough for old people and for little 
children, but those who are out in the world must 
see life for themselves.” You will remember that 
when Paul spoke to the people of Athens, some of 
the wise men of that city said, “What would this 
babbler say?” It was the same charge as was 
brought against Isaiah and is still brought against 
moral and spiritual leaders. 


TWICE-TOLD TRUTHS 
PaaS 28*2 11°42 


The reply of the prophet Isaiah to the taunts of 
the drunkards of Israel is very interesting. He tells 
them that God will confirm his message to them. 
He will, however, speak to them not by words, but 
by deeds, not by words of warning, but by the blows 
of the enemy. He had promised them rest in Jeru- 
salem if they would hear and obey, but they would 
not listen, they would not heed, and now God was 
about to speak to them in “another tongue,” that is, 
in the tongue of great events, of mighty deeds, for 
already the Assyrian army was about to break 
through the northern barrier. 


“BROKEN ...SNARED ... TAKEN” 
Isa. 28 : 13 


The prophet took up the mocking words of the 
priests and said, “Yes, God’s word will surely be 
‘precept upon precept, precept upon precept; line 
upon line,: line upon line; here a little, there a lit- 
tle’ ” Goud’s ways are monotonous as well as his 
warnings. Truth is very simple. The path of right- 
eousness is narrow. The gate to peace is straight. 
If, then, truth repeats itself, so does judgment, and 
God’s judgment will come surely, even if it should 
come slowly. If we will not listen to his voice eall- 
ing us to come, we must listen to his voice bidding 
us depart. The drunkard and the gambler laugh 
at the monotonous warnings, but the judgment that 
is meted out to them as the years come and go is 
equally monotonous, If goodness is commonplace, 
so also is iniquity. 
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The last words of the lesson are, “That they may 
go, and fall backward, and be broken, and snared, 
and taken.” ‘This, then, is the end of the life that 
opposes God and his warnings. It is the end of 
the drunkard, the gambler, the thief, the sinner. We 
say “the mills of God grind slowly,” and by this 
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we mean, “Be sure your sin will find you out.” . 


Purity, righteousness, and clean living pay. Im- 
purity always has a penalty attached to it. Strong 
drink has been the cause of more crime, more pov- 
erty, more misery, more gambling, more robberies, 
more deaths than anything else in the world, and 
although it is now prohibited in America, it is well 
for us to understand the curse that everywhere fol- 


lows it, and to keep our consciences alert concern- . 


ing it. 
FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 

1. What was Isaiah’s message to his people? 

2. What threat did Isaiah utter? 

3. Whom did the prophet charge with sin? 

4. How did the guilty priests and prophets re- 
ceive the warning? 

5. In what way does God punish such sins as 
drunkenness? / 

6. What is the cure for national intemperance? 


The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 60. What do the last five commandments teach? 
A. The last five commandments teach that we 
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should not take from others anything which is theirs 
—their life, their purity, their property or their 
good name—and should not even in our hearts covet 
what is theirs. 

Q. 61. What great truth did Jesus Christ teach 
about our worship of God? 

A. The great truth that Jesus Christ taught about 
our worship of God is this: “God is a Spirit: and 
they that worship him must worship in spirit and 
truth.” 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. With what great sin did Isaiah charge the peo- 
ple of Israel? 

2. What part did the priests and the prophets 
have in the nation’s sins? 

3. What punishment did Isaiah say would follow 
their sin? 

4. How did the people receive the prophet’s warn- 
ing? 

5. Point out how the sin of drunkenness under- 
mines a nation’s life. 

6. What is the remedy for intemperance in men 
and in nations? 


The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 45. Which is the first commandment? \ 
A. The first commandment is, Thou shalt have 
no other gods before me. 


Lesson VI—PAUL’S EXPERIENCES AT JERUSALEM 


The Golden Text—‘“‘God is our refuge and strength, 
A very present help in trouble. 
Therefore will we not fear.”—Ps. 46:1, 2a. 


TEXT OF LESSON, ACTS 21: 27-40; 22:1 
For entire lesson, see Acts 21:18 to 23: 2h. 


Ch. 21: 27 And when the seven days were almost 
completed, the Jews from A’si-a, when they saw him 
in the temple, stirred up all the multitude and laid 
hands on him, 

23 Crying out, Men of Is’ra-el, help: This is the 
man that teacheth all men everywhere against the 
people, and the law, and this place; and moreover 
he brought Greeks also into the temple, and hath 
defiled this holy place. 

29 For they had before seen with him in the city 
Troph’i-mus the KE-phe’si-an, whom they supposed 
that Paul had brought into the temple. 

30 And all the city was moved, and. the people 
ran together; and they laid hold on Paul, and 
dragged him out of the temple: and straightway the 
doors were shut. 

31 And as they were seeking to kill him, tidings 
came up to the chief captain of the band, that all 
Je-ru’sa-lem was in confusion. 

32 And forthwith he took soldiers and centurions, 
and ran down upon them: and they, wlien they saw 
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the chief captain and the soldiers, left off beating 
Paul. 

33 Then the chief captain came near, and laid 
hold on him, and commanded him to be bound with 
two chains; and inquired who he was, and what he 
had done. 

34. And some shouted one thing, some another, 
among the crowd: and when he could not know the 
certainty for the uproar, he commanded him to be 
brought into the castle. 

35 And when he came upon the stairs, so it was 


that he was borne of the soldiers for the violence of — 


the crowd; 

36 For the multitude of the people followed after, 
erying out, Away with him. 

37 And as Paul was about to be brought into the 
castle, he saith unto the chief captain, May I say 
something unto thee? And he said, Dost thou know 
Greek? 

38 Art thou not then the E-gyp’tian, who before 
these days stirred up to sedition and led out int¢ 
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the wilderness the four thousand men of the As- 
sas’sins? 

39 But Paul said, I am a Jew, of Tar’sus in Ci- 
li’ci-a, a citizen of no mean city: and I beseech thee, 
give me leave to speak unto the people. 

40 And when he had given him leave, Paul, stand- 


The Time—A.D. 58. 


Paul’s Experiences at Jerusalem 


November 6, 1921 


ing on the stairs, beckoned with the hand unto the 
people; and when there was made a great silence, 
he spake unto them in the He’brew language, 
saying, 

Ch. 22:1 Brethren and fathers, hear ye the de- 
fence which I now make unto you. 


The Place—Jerusalem. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
PIG YeR Choe bed banat sisisis is ns.cs.e ties es AW ES eee ee ee ee Acts 21: 18-26. 
UCHR YS INUVEINDOL. Ls og c-as siecnacdess es. <n oS He RW A Wea ats ae EA er Cth. Alc ee LOs eee 
Wednesday, November 2... .st9-20 «oe. ss Paul’s Account of His Conversion....... Acts 22: 2-21. 
Putrsan yo NOVEINDCE Oo. as setae eae ese a Paul’ Saved: from: Scourging’....:......: Acts 22: 22-30. 

Eri ey PNOVGIMNDGIT a tes < scree tale steele 5 Paul Rescued from the Mob............. Acts 23: 1-10. 
SaturuayraNOVeMmver Outs. % .. «eaesie ase < ‘Pale lncoiraged wee oe veers Soares oy. boos Acts 23: 11-24. 
Sunday November iG.s8.» «eames ae «ee = Jehovah Our Deliverer................. Psalm 56. 


DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES 


28. This holy place. The outer court of the 
Temple was called “The Court of the Gentiles.” 
Within the court, but separated by a high wall with 
doors, was “The Court of Israel.” No Gentile could 
pass this wall without the penalty of death. 

29. Trophimus. A Gentile. One of Paul’s con- 
verts at Ephesus. See also II Tim. 4: 20. 

30. The doors were shut. The doors between the 
Court of the Gentiles and the Court of Israel. 

31. The chief captain of the band. The military 
tribune of the Roman guard stationed in the fort- 
ress of Antonia, near the Temple. 

38. The Egyptian. Josephus speaks of an Egyp: 
tian, a false prophet, who headed a band of assas- 
sins. They were extreme zealots and nationalists. 

39. No mean city. Tarsus was a university center 
and many eminent men had come from that city. 
The coins of Tarsus bore the words, “Self-Governing 
Metropolis.” 


PAUL AND THE JERUSALEM CHURCH 
Acts 21: 18-24 


(These verses are not printed, but they are im- 
portant since they connect the last lesson about Paul 
with the present lesson.) 

The day after Paul reached Jerusalem he visited 
the leaders of the church at Jerusalem. This was 
his official welcome and to these leaders, including 
James, he gave an account of his missionary work 
among both Jews and Gentiles. He would tell them 
much the same story that we have studied in the 
past lessons. He would tell them of idols that had 
been forsaken, of books of magie burned. of lives 
changed, and of the gift of the Holy Spirit to the 
Gentiles. He would introduce his traveling com- 
panions. He would lay at the feet of the apostles 
the generous gifts of the mission churches. 

Paul must have been an eloquent speaker, for 
when he had finished, everyone seemed pleased and 
“slorified God.” Then the leaders proposed that in 
order to settle all criticism, Paul should appear in 
the Temple and take the vow of a Nazirite. The 


ceremony connected with the vow took much time, 
but by associating himself with four others who had 
gone through the prescribed ceremonies, and by pay- 
ing their expenses, he was permitted to proceed 
with the vow. Paul consented to the plan, paid 
the expenses of the four men, and during the last 
seven days went with them to live in the Temple to 
be assured against all accident in the performance 
of the vow. 


THE CHARGE AGAINST PAUL 
Acts 21 : 25-27 


Paul seems to have uttered some protest but was 
reassured by the brethren at Jerusalem that the 
agreement which had been made concerning the 
Gentiles should stand. Compare v. 25 with ch. 15: 
20. Paul was willing to be all things to all men 
for the sake of Christ, but he was not willing to 
sacrifice his conscience. What was the charge 
against Paul? They charged him with neglecting 
and undermining the Jewish Law. They said that 
Paul taught the Jews who lived among the Gentiles 
“to forsake Moses, telling them not to circumcise 
their children, neither to walk after the customs.” 
What did Paul say to the charge? He said first 
of all that his chief mission was to preach Christ. 
He said also that he was loyal to the laws of the 
Jews, and his willingness to take the Temple vow 
proved his loyalty. On the cther hand, Paul was 
frank enough to say that faith in Jesus made him 
free from all formal Jewish laws. He preached 
Christ Jesus, the End of the law for righteousness. 
We shall misunderstand the story if we do not see 
clearly that Paul’s teaching was really different 
from that of those who insisted not only in follow- 
ing Christ, but in following also the laws and cus- 
toms of Judaism. Paul believed that faith in Jesus 
meant salvation. 


THE TEMPLE RIOT 
Acts 21 : 27-30 


The city of Jerusalem was filled with pilgrims to 
the feast of Pentecost and certain Jews from Asia, 
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who had heard Paul, stirred up the people, and, en- 
tering into the Temple where Paul was waiting in 
discharge of the vow which he had taken, “laid 
hands on him,” 
rael, help!” 

The Court of the Gentiles and the Court of Israel 
were separated by a wall. Gentiles were forbidden 
to pass into the Court of Israel on pain of death. 
One of the inscriptions recently discovered, reads 
as follows: “No alien is to pass within the fence 
and inclosure round the 
Temple. Whosoever shall 
be taken shall be respon- 
sible to himself alone for 
the death which will en- 
sue.” These fanatical 
Jews charged Paul with 
being disloyal to the 
Temple. They said, 
“This is the man that 
teacheth all men every- 
where against the peo- 
ple, and the law, and 
this place; and moreover 
he brought Greeks also 
into the temple, and hath 
defiled this holy place.” 
They charged him with 
having taken Gentiles 
within the sacred inclo- 
sure. In this they were 
mistaken, and the mis- 
take grew out of the fact 
that Paul had been seen 
with Trophimus, the 
Ephesian, who had come 
up to Jerusalem with 
money to help the Chris- 
tian poor in Jerusalem. 
So great was the excite- 
ment of the mob, for it 
was a mob, that the 
whole city was stirred 
up. Dragging Paul out 
of the Temple, they shut 
the doors in the wall be- 
tween the two courts and 
sought to put Paul to 
death. A mob is always 
dangerous. Whether the 
leader is trustworthy or 
unsafe, the unthinking 
crowd follows blindly. 
What strange thoughts would be in Paul’s mind! 
Had he been unwise in trying to make peace with 
those who denied his gospel? 


Copyrighted by Harold,Copping 


THE ARREST OF PAUL 
Acts 21: 31-36 


The people meant to kill Paul, so bitterly did they 
hate him, but the noise of the riot reached the ears 
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crying to their fellows, “Men of Is- © 
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of the chief captain and he, with his soldiers, came 
suddenly upon the mob, and, arresting Paul, bound 
him with two chains. He thought that he had se- 
cured a notable criminal and felt it was the safe 
thing to do to bind Paul. When he knew that 
Paul was secure, he sought to discover the reason 
for the riot, but there was so much noise and so 
much confusion that he could come to no conclusion 
and decided to lead Paul into the castle where he 
could question him quietly. This castle was re- 
paired by Herod the 
Great, and by him named 
Antonia, after Mark An- 
tony. It was near the 
Temple and during the 
feast days was garri- 
soned by a cohort, or 
band of about six hun- 
dred soldiers, com- 
manded by a military 
tribune or chief cap- 
tain. The British Gov- 
ernment even to-day uses 
the same _ precautions 
during religious festivals 
in India and the East. 
The crowd was so great 
and so determined, that 
Paul was carried off his 
feet, and as the soldiers 
led him off, the mob 
cried, “Away with him.” 
We have heard that cry 
before. It is the same 
cry that almost thirty 
years before, was ut- 
tered in Pilate’s judg- 
ment hall, when Jesus 
was on trial. See Luke 
23:18 and John 19: 15. 
Jesus had said, “A serv- 
ant is not greater than 
his lord; neither one 
that is sent greater than 
he that sent him.” 


THE CHIEF CAPTAIN 
AND PAUL 


Acts 21 : 37-39 


Paul’s mind was al- 
ways alert. He was ever 
looking for an _ oppor- 
tunity to preach Christ. He did not care about 
what happened to himself, but he did not want 
to miss the chance of testifying to that great 
multitude concerning Jesus. So he asked the 
chief captain to let him speak. He spoke in Greek, 
perhaps purposely. He knew that the Roman sol- 
dier at least would understand Greek better than 
the language of the Jews. The chief captain was 
surprised. He thought that Paul was a desperate 
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criminal, belonging to a well-known band of assas- 
sins. This band of desperadoes called “Sicarii,” or 
assassins, had terrified the country. Josephus, the 
Jewish historian, says this “Egyptian” led a mob of 
‘thirty thousand men. The chief captain mentions 
four thousand. Paul had been taken for “the Egyp- 
tian,” the leader of the criminal gang, and when he 
spoke in Greek, the chief captain knew that he had 
made a mistake. So Paul was permitted to speak 
to the crowd at the foot of the stairs. Paul had 
great courage and great presence of mind. He, too, 
was a soldier, a soldier of the Lord Jesus, and he 
always kept his faith strong. 


PAUL’S SPEECH TO THE CROWD 
Acts 21: 40 to 22: 21 


(Acts 22:1 completes the printed text, but the 
lesson proper does not end until Acts 23 : 24.) 

Granted permission by the chief captain to ad- 
dress the crowd, Paul stood on the stairs leading 
to the castle and when there was “a great silence,” 
Paul spoke in the Hebrew language to the people. 
Read this wonderful address. Ch. 22: 1-21. It is 
not a speech, but a heart-to-heart talk. In this talk, 
Paul told them that he had always been a loyal 
Jew. He had studied at the feet of Gamaliel, and 
perhaps many of his fellow students were listening 
to him. He, too, had been an enemy of the Chris- 
tians and had persecuted them. The record of his 
zeal could be found in the Jewish council. He then 
told of his sudden conversion on the road to Damas- 
cus, and his instruction in the Christian faith by 
Ananias, a devout Jew. It was in Jerusalem in the 
Temple that God had spoken to him, bidding him 
go as a missionary to the Gentiles. This was the 
substance of Paul’s address. It was as if he said: 
“Brethren, what could I have done? Under such 
circumstances, would you not, had you been in my 
place, have done the same?” It was the story of his 
own life and experience. This always is interesting 
and the crowd listened breathlessly until he spoke 
of the “Gentiles,” and then all the hate of their 
hearts awoke again. If you will read again the 
account of Stephen, in ch. 7, you will discover how 
similar the two stories are. In the very place 
where Stephen had died confessing Christ, Paul, 
his persecutor also boldly confessed him and calmly 
awaited death. 


PAUL A PRISONER 
Acts 22 : 22 to 23 : 24 


Paul’s address ended in a further riot and he 
was taken into the castle a prisoner. The story of 
Paul’s treatment and his great courage should be 
carefully read. The chief captain, in order to make 
him so afraid that he would confess everything, was 
about to scourge him, and had bound him for this 
purpose. Paul let them proceed with the binding 
and then suddenly said, “Is it lawful for you to 
scourge a man that is a Roman, and uncondemned ?” 
Of course it was not, but this was Paul’s way of 
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striking fear into the hearts of his captors. Once 
before at Philippi, he had asserted his rights as a 
Roman. Paul claimed his civil rights when to do 
so aided the cause of the gospel. 

The next day Paul was given his freedom and the 
leaders of the Jews were invited to bring charges 
against him. It was not a very happy conference. 
The spirit of his accusers was wrong. The high 
priest had bidden one of the soldiers to strike Paul 
because he said that he had lived always with a 
good conscience, and Paul answered back sharply, 
“God shall smite thee, thou whited wall,” and then 
apologized. He then appealed to the prejudices of 
the Pharisees and so far gained their good will that 
the conference broke up in confusion, and so great 
was the contention that Paul had to be rescued by 
the soldiers. Paul must have had a heavy heart 
that night, but during the darkness Jesus stood by 
him and said, “Be of good cheer: for as thou hast 
testified concerning me at Jerusalem, so must thou 
bear witness also at Rome.” If Paul had been in 
any doubt about what he had done, that doubt was 
now removed. He was in the way of God’s will. 
God was planning his life for him. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 

1. What charges did the Jews bring against 
Paul? 

2. How did Paul seek to satisfy the Jews? 

3. Why did the Jews seek to kill Paul? 

4. Show whether or not Paul was wise in claim- 
ing his rights as a Roman citizen. 

5. What was the purpose of Paul in speaking to 
the crowd from the castle steps? 

6. Show how God was leading Paul. 


The Intermediate Catechism 
Q. 62. How should we keep the Sabbath? 
A. We should keep the Sabbath holy, as a day set 
apart by God for rest and worship and for the high- 
est good of ourselves and others. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. Why was Paul’s work subject to so much criti- 
cism? 

2. Show whether or not Paul was wise in trying 
to prove himself a loyal Jew. 

3. What is the difference between Judaism and 
Christianity ? 

4, Outline Paul’s address from the castle steps to 
the crowd. 

5. Why did Paul wish to address the people? 

6. Compare the trial of Paul with the arrest and 
trial of Jesus. 


The Shorter Catechism 
Q. 46. What is required in the first command- 
ment? 
A. The first commandment requireth us to know 
and acknowledge God to be the only true God, and 
our God; and to worship and glorify him accord- 


ingly. 
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PAUL BEFORE THE ROMAN GOVERNOR 


The Golden Text—“Herein I also exercise myself to have a conscience void of offence toward God and 
men always.”’—Acts 24: 16. 


TEXT OF LESSON, ACTS 24: 10-27 
For entire lesson, see Acts 28: 25 to 24: 27. 


10 And when the governor had beckoned unto him 
to speak, Paul answered, 

Forasmuch as I know that thou hast been of many 
years a judge unto this nation, I cheerfully make 
my defence: 

11 Seeing that thou canst take knowledge that it 
is not more than twelve days since I went up to 
worship at Je-ru’sa-lem: 

12 And neither in the temple did they find me 
disputing with any man or stirring up a crowd, nor 
in the synagogues, nor in the city. 

13 Neither can they prove to thee the things 
whereof they now accuse me. 

14 But this I confess unto thee, that after the 
Way which they call a sect, so serve I the God of 
our fathers, believing all things, which are accord- 
ing to the law, and which are written in the proph- 
ets; 

15 Having hope toward God, which these also 
themselves look for, that there shall be a resurrec- 
tion both of the just and unjust. 

16 Herein I also exercise myself to have a con- 
science void of offence toward God and men always. 

17 Now after some years I came to bring alms 
to my nation, and offerings: 

18 Amidst which they found me purified in the 
temple, with no crowd, nor yet with tumult: but 
there were certain Jews from A’si-a— 

19 Who ought to have been here before thee, 
and to make accusation, if they had aught against 
me. 
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20 Or else let these men themselves say what 
wrongdoing they found when I stood before the 
council, 


21 Except it be for this one voice, that I cried 
standing among them, Touching the resurrection of 
the dead I am called in question before you this day. 


22 But Fe’lix, having more exact knowledge con- 
cerning the Way, deferred them, saying, When 
Ly’si-as the chief captain shall come down, J. will 
determine your matter. 


23 And he gave order to the centurion that he 
should be kept in charge, and should have indul- 
gence; and not to forbid any of his friends to min-_ 
ister unto him. 


24 But after certain days, Fe’lix came with Dru- 
sil’la, his wife, who was a Jew’ess, and sent for. 
Paul, and heard him concerning the faith in Christ 
Je’sus. 


25 And as he reasoned of righteousness, and self- 
control, and the judgment to come, Fe’lix was terri- 
fied, and answered, Go thy way for this time; and 
when I have a convenient season, I will call thee 
unto me. 


26 He hoped withal that money would be given 
him of Paul: wherefore also he sent for him the 
oftener, and communed with him. 


27 But when two years were fulfilled, Fe’lix was 
succeeded by Por’ci-us Fes’tus; and desiring to 
gain favor with the Jews, Fe’lix left Paul in bonds. 


The Place—Cesarea. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday, November 7......... Ea ere Paulrat) Cesaredua errs. vat oe tues ae Acts 23: 25-35. 
Tuesday, Novemberisty a. 6 nlte © sisstiers ei. Paul (A coused =: (ose ite Sanh ies ok nat Me a Acts 24: 1-9. 
Wednesday, : NovemberO icin oes aceite tetera Paulie: Defenkere iene) ttle . ara: aac iicee e Acts 24: 10-21. 
Thursday, Novembermi0ei. wee aes ot ex: “Wasser ried 4. icrainc tian «beet. ek Acts 24: 22-27. 
Friday,: November, 2230s 20% caclt tens ete sain Encouragement for the Righteous........... Ps; 37: 1-17. 
Saturday, November] 20h or oo a oe, Cee Paul's Tritmpos. vo oct LA Te eee Il Cor. 6: °1-1@ 
Sunday, November i8) t2n. @).. cao ee ‘rusting ins) chovalr: cw aeg seta ee Eee Ps. 62: 5-12. 


DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES 


10. The governor. Felix. He and his brother 
Pallas had been slaves. Tacitus, the historian, says 
that he governed “with the power of a tyrant in 
the temper of a slave.” He held power from A.D. 52 
to about A.D. 60. 

17. To bring alms. The only place in The Acts 
where Paul mentions this fund. But see Rom. 
15'2:25;° 26; T*Cofee6 2st irCor? 8e11-43 

18. Jews from Asia. See ch. 21:27. They. were 
not Jerusalem Jews. They had come to Jerusalem 
as disturbers. ‘ 


24. Drusilla, . . . a Jewess. The daughter of 
Herod Agrippa I. She had married Azizus, King of 
Emesa, but deserted him for Felix. 

27. Festus. Appointed by Nero in A.D. 60. He 
died A.D. 62. He was a man of higher character 
than most Roman governors. : 


PAUL’S DEFENSE OF HIMSELF 
Acts 24:10 


Between this lesson and the last we are told how 
Paul was taken to Caesarea, and kept in prison for 
five days. At the close of that time he was tried 
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before the governor. Acts 23:25 to 24:9 should 
be read. 

Paul’s accusers had with them a celebrated law- 
yer, Tertullus, who presented their case for them. 
Paul pleaded his own case. He, too, was trained asa 
rabbi, a Jewish lawyer, and he, too, was keen and 
quick and eloquent. The Roman orator whom the 
Jews had hired had spoken well of Felix, and Paul, 
too, began by a word of confidence in his judge. 
He did not flatter as Tertullus had done, but he 
spoke truthfully when he said, “Forasmuch as I 
know that thou hast been of many years a judge 
unto this nation, I cheerfully make my defence.” 
We always gain by being polite and courteous and 
kind. Paul knew what kind of man Felix was, and 
later on in the lesson we will hear him speaking 


_ plain words to him when he had everything to gain 


gospel bids us speak the truth in love. 


by being complimentary as well as truthful. The 
Being inno- 
cent, Paul was undisturbed, and cheerfully made 
his defense. Felix, too, was the Roman governor, 
and Paul always taught reverence and honor to all 
in authority. We should try, as Paul did, to be 
courteous and reverent, as well as true and cour- 
ageous. 


PAUL ANSWERS THE FIRST CHARGE 
Acts 24 : 11-13 
The Roman orator Tertullus, made three charges 
against Paul. First of all he charged him with 
being a rebellious person, stirring up strife, and 
being what would be called to-day a disturber of 


the peace. This, you will remember, was the charge 


brought against Jesus. Luke 23: 2-5. This charge 
was brought forward first because Felix, a Roman 
governor, was appointed for the purpose of keeping 
order and preserving peace. 

To this charge Paul pleaded “not guilty.” He 
reminded Felix that he had been for years the 
governor of the province and knew that the charge 
was false. He informed Felix that it was only 


twelve days since he had entered Jerusalem. Five 


of these days had been spent as a prisoner at 
Cesarea, and almost five in the Temple in perform- 
ing his vow. The time was too short in which to 
work up a rebellion. He absolutely denied that he 
had, in the Temple or outside of it, stirred up any 
disturbance, and defied his accusers to produce the 
proof of their charge. Paul was bold because he 
now stood in a court of Roman justice which was 
conducted according to established law. We cannot 
admire too much the Roman courts of justice. We 
inherit much of our law and love of justice from 
these ancient Roman laws and under their pro- 
tecting care the gospel had protection until the days 
of persecution which came later. 


THE SECOND CHARGE 
Acts 24: 14-16 


The second charge, brought against Paul by Ter- 
tullus, was heresy. He belonged, Tertullus said, to 
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“the sect of the Nazarenes.” To this charge Paul 
pleaded “guilty.” He said very plainly, “I confess 
unto thee, that after the Way which they eall a 
sect, so serve I the God of our fathers, believing 
all things which are according to the law, and which 
are written in the prophets; having hope toward 
God, which these also themselves look for, that 
there shall be a resurrection both of the just and 
unjust.” Paul knew very well that the Roman gov- 
ernor would not be interested in a purely religious 
charge. At this time the Roman Government was 
tolerant of all religions, and only when law and or- 
der were at stake did the officers of the law inter- 
fere. Again and again Paul had found refuge un- 
der the power of Roman law. At Philippi, at Cor- 
inth, at Ephesus he had found shelter from the Jews 
in Roman authority. Paul was not ashamed of the 
gospel, and at the same time he asserted his loyalty 
to “the God of our fathers.” In following “the 
Way which they call a sect,” he had “a conscience 
void of offence toward God and men always.” Felix 
could not help being moved by such a testimony. 
He knew that this man was speaking the truth. 
What a splendid thing to be able to say that we 
have “a conscience void of offence.” 


THE THIRD CHARGE 
Acts 24: 17-21 

The third charge brought against Paul was that 
he had profaned the Temple. They charged him 
with sacrilege, that is, treating the sacred Temple 
as a common place. To this charge Paul answered 
“not guilty.” He stated his case quietly but con- 
fidently. He said that he had been absent from 
Jerusalem for years and had returned to bring 
gifts of charity to his own people. When he was 
arrested he was in the Temple, with no crowd, and 
with no tumult. Like a flash he turned upon his 
accusers with the truth. “But,” he said, “there were 
certain Jews from Asia.” Notice the broken sen- 
tence after these words. V. 18. But where are 
they? They were the real disturbers. They had 
stirred up the people. They had made charges 
against him. Why were they not present with 
their charges? Paul was ready to meet them. In 
their absence, let his accusers, who were present, 
set forth the facts! He was willing that the gov- 
ernor should decide after the charges were set down 
in black and white. The only thing Paul was con- 
scious of that they could charge him with, was his 
witness concerning the resurrection, but that did 
not make him guilty before the law. It was a mas- 
terly defense and we hear no more about the orator 
Tertullus. He was silenced by the truth. Paul 
was not only cheerful but courageous. 


THE CASE CONTINUED 
Acts 24 : 22, 23 


Although we hear no more of Tertullus and Ana- 
nias and the other accusers, yet Paul was not given 
his freedom. Why was he not freed? If Roman 
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law was just, why was he still kept a prisoner? 
The reason lies in the fact that Felix himself was 
untrue. He was interested in Paul, not because 
of his courage, or of his faith, but because of his 
position. Paul had spoken about money, and about 
collecting alms for his nation. Paul had many 
friends who stood ready to help him, and Felix 
was money-loving and greedy, and thought that 
Paul, by a bribe, would buy his freedom, and so 
“he gave order to the centurion that he should be 
kept in charge, and should have indulgence; and 
not to forbid any of his friends to minister unto 
him.’ In the language of to-day we would eall 
Felix a “grafter.” In v. 26 it is plainly stated that 
“he hoped withal that money would be given him 
of Paul: wherefore also he sent for him the oftener, 
and communed with him.” It is interesting to know 
that Felix was two years later called to give an ac- 
count to the emperor for his conduct. Sooner or 
later sin finds us out. We reap what we sow. — 


PAUL AS A PREACHER 
Acts 24 : 24-27 


Paul was kept as a prisoner but he was allowed 
certain liberties. Felix knew that he was innocent, 
but he was afraid to give him his freedom on ac- 
count of the Jews. He was interested in Paul and 
we are told of one important meeting which he had 
with the great apostle. Felix had married Drusilla, 
a Jewess, a daughter of Herod Agrippa, who had 
deserted her former husband for him. She was a 
very worldly woman but was curious to see and 
hear Paul’s message about the gospel. When Paul 
appeared before them he was unafraid and began 
immediately to speak to the governor and his wife 
about personal religion. “He reasoned of righteous- 
ness, and self-control, and the judgment to come.” 
He was not allowed to finish his sermon for “Felix 
was terrified,” and dismissed Paul, saying that when 
it was more “convenient” he would hear him again. 

No wonder Felix was terrified. When Paul spoke 
of righteousness Felix would think of J onathan, the 
high priest, whom he had had murdered in the Tem- 
ple. When Paul spoke of self-control Felix would 


think of the immoral life he had led and the wrong | 


he had done the husband of Drusilla. When Paul 
spoke of the judgment to come Felix knew that his 
sins would find him out and that he must some 
day give an account to God. Nothing is said about 
Drusilla. She doubtless was too hard-hearted to be 
influenced by Paul. She was indifferent. The gov- 
ernor still hoped to receive money from Paul, and 
he sent again and again for him, but after two 
years when Felix was recalled to Rome and another 
governor appointed, Paul was still a prisoner. 


WHAT THE LESSON TEACHES 


1. A good conscience made Paul a hero. His ad- 
dress before Felix was full of courage. “Conscience 
does make cowards of us all,” says Shakspere, but 
conscience made Paul brave. 
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2. Love of money made Felix an unjust judge. — 
When law can be bought and sold, justice is im- 
possible. 

3. Felix never found a “convenient” time to think 
about religion. He refused to respond to Paul’s 
appeal. He said “no” to God. When God speaks 
to our hearts we should say “yes” immediately. 
Augustine used to say, “Wait a bit, not to-day. To- 
morrow, to-morrow.” God says: “To-day, to-day, 
now is the accepted time.” Some one has said that 
the soul has two enemies, “Yesterday” and “To- 
morrow.” : 


“Trust no future, howe’er pleasant! 
Let the dead past bury its dead! 
Act, act in the living present! 
Heart within, and God o’erhead!” 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 

1. Who was Claudius Lysias and was he a friend 
to Paul? 

2. Who was Tertullus and what charge did he 
make against Paul? 

3. Who was Felix and did he help or hinder 
Paul’s work? 

4. Who was Drusilla and why was she interested 
in Paul? 

5. What answer did Paul make to the charges 
against him? 

6. Why was not Paul set at liberty? 


The Intermediate Catechism 

Q. 63. How should we value our bodies? 

A. We should value our bodies as temples of the 
Holy Spirit, to be kept pure and in health, that in 
them we may serve and glorify God. 

Q. 64. What is our duty to our home? 

A. Our duty to our home is to fill it with devo- 
tion to God and with the spirit of love, so that it 
will be a blessing to every member of the household 
and to the community. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 

1. Was Paul likely to get justice in a Roman 
court? Why? 

2. What formal charges did the Jews make 
against Paul? 

3. What answers did Paul make to these charges? 

4, Why did Paul make his defense before Felix 
“cheerfully”? 

5. Why did Felix delay passing judgment on 
Paul’s case? 

6. What was the attitude of Felix toward the 
message of the gospel? 


, The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 47. What is forbidden in the first command- 
ment? 

A. The first commandment forbiddeth the deny- 
ing, or not worshipping and glorifying, the true God 
as God, and our God; and the giving of that wor- 
ve and glory to any other, which is due to him 
alone. 
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19 Wherefore, O king A-grip’pa, I was not dis- 

obedient unto the heavenly vision: 
_ 20 But declared both to them of Da-mas’cus first, 
and at Je-ru’sa-lem, and throughout all the country 
of Ju-de’a, and also to the Gen’'tiles, that they 
should repent and turn to God, doing works worthy 
of repentance. 

21 For this cause the Jews seized me in the tem- 
ple, and assayed to kill me. 

22 Having therefore obtained the help that is 
from God, I stand unto this day testifying both to 
small and great, saying nothing but what the proph- 
ets and Mo’ses did say should come; 

23 How that the Christ must suffer, and how that 
he first by the resurrection of the dead should pro- 
claim light both to the people and to the Gen’'tiies. 

24. And as he thus made his defence, Fes’tus 
saith with a loud voice, Paul, thou art mad; thy 
much learning is turning thee mad. 

25 But Paul saith, I am not mad, most excellent 
Fes’tus; but speak forth words of truth and sober- 
ness. 


The Time—aA.D. 60. 


November 20, 1921 


PAUL BEFORE THE KING 


‘The Golden Text—“Now hath Christ been pee from the dead, the firstfruits of them that are asleep.” 
| —I Cor. 15: 20. 


TEXT OF LESSON, ACTS 26: 19-32 


For entire lesson, see Acts, chs. 25, 26. 


26 For the king knoweth of these things, unto 
whom also I speak freely: for I am persuaded that 
none of these things is hidden from him; for this 
hath not been done in a corner. 

27 King A-grip’pa, believest thou the prophets? 
I know that thou believest. 

28 And A-grip’pa said unto Paul, With but little 
persuasion thou wouldest fain make me a Chris’- 
tian. 

29 And Paul said, I would to God, that whether 
with little or with much, not thou only, but also 
all that hear me this day, might become such as I 
am, except these bonds. 

30 And the king rose up, and the governor, and 
Ber-ni’ce, and they that sat with them: 

31 And when they had withdrawn, they spake one 
to another, saying, This man doeth nothing worthy 
of death or of bonds. 

32 And A-grip’pa said unto Fes’tus, This man 
might have been set at liberty, if he had not ap- 
pealed unto Ce’sar. 


The Place—Cesarea. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday, November 14.........scceececcees Paul’'acAppeal' to’ Cassary. Pe, oo. Se Acts 25: 1-12. 
Muesday, November 15...........2ecceecees Festus and Agrippa Confer...............-- Acts 25: 13-27: 
Wednesday, November 16.............ee00- Panlsbeforenthessing?s! . onl thei ow ia Acts 26: 1-18. 
Whursday, November 17.........sceseeseces Pauhviselorerene, Kine) set ees iaii qa tong os Acts 26: 19-32. 
Meetiny wNavember 18. .jad> eran sislae ee smelted Vahvaat tes P LOMASe & «bk vaid as ten es “he es Matt. 10: 16-28. 
Maturday, November 19... sve. ssececcccnns Boldness in the Judgment..............-e.. I John 4: 15-21. 
Sunday, November 20............- stai@'e sai obs Waiting on, Jehovah. .........<..-ssseveses Ps. 27: 7-14. 


IMPORTANT PERSONS 


19. King Agrippa. Herod Agrippa II, son of 
Herod Agrippa ¥. He was great-grandson of Herod 
the Great and was king of the small province of 
Chalcis. 

24. Festus. The Roman governor, successor to 
Felix. He was appointed by Nero and died two 
years afterwards. 

30. Bernice. Sister of King Agrippa, and of Dru- 
silla. She was a worldly and immoral woman. 

32. Cesar. The emperor at Rome, who at that 
time was the notorious Nero. Any Roman could 
appeal from a lower court to the imperial court at 


Rome. 
PAUL A PRISONER 


Notwithstanding the fact that Paul was innocent, 
he was kept in prison at Cesarea. He was a pris- 
oner for more than two years. Felix did not re- 
lease him because he kept hoping that Paul and his 
friends would give him money so as to gain Paul’s 


freedom, and on the other hand, he wished to keep 
the good will and favor of the Jews. 

We must not think, however, that Paul was 
harshly treated. He was able to see his friends 
and to keep in touch with his work. Perhaps Luke 
was with him and many scholars think that it was 
during this time that Luke obtained the material 
for this wonderful book of The Acts. At this time 
Paul would probably write to his friends and to the 
churches which he had founded, although we do not 
know for sure that any of his epistles which are 
preserved in the New Testament were written at 
this time. We may be sure, however, that Paul 
would use his time: to great purpose. He had had 
a hard and dangerous life and these quiet years 
would renew his strength. Luther needed the quiet 
rest of Wartburg Castle. Bunyan used the lei- 
sure that came to him in Bedford jail to write 
“The Pilgrim’s Progress”; so Paul’s imprison- 
ment would serve some good purpose in the plan 


of God. 
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FESTUS AND AGRIPPA 


Felix was recalled to Rome by Nero because of 
complaints made by the Jews against his tyranny, 
his avarice, and his cruelty. Felix was saved from 
punishment but lost his position, and Festus was 
appointed in his place. Festus was appointed about 
AD. 60 and died two years afterwards. He was a 
better man than Felix and tried to govern justly 
and with honesty. 

On his first visit to Jerusalem, the high priest 
and the leaders of the Jews renewed their charge 
against Paul and tried to get Festus to promise to 
send Paul to Jerusalem for trial. Their plan was 
to kill Paul. Festus, however, was too keen to be 
influenced and said that Paul should be tried at 
Cxesarea. When he returned, he immediately began 
the trial of Paul, the Jews having come from Jeru- 
salem to testify against him. The same charges of 
heresy, of disturbing the peace, and of sacrilege were 
brought against him but were not proved. Feeling 
that it was not possible for Paul to be found guilty 
in a Roman court, Festus asked him if he would 
be willing to be tried in Jerusalem. This, to Paul, 
was out of the question. He could get no justice 
from the Jews. He would find nothing but death 
in Jerusalem and so, being a Roman citizen, he 
stood upon his rights and appealed to Cesar, that 
is, he appealed to the highest court, the imperial 
court at Rome. This put an end to all discussion 
and Paul was forever delivered from his enemies, 
the Jews. 

Festus, however, was perplexed. He had judged 
Paul innocent but had not released him, as he should 
have done. Instead, he had offered to deliver him 
to the Jews. And now Paul had appealed to Rome, 
and Festus was bound to send him. What charge 
could Festus send to Rome about Paul? He had 
no good charge to make. What could he do? 

At that very time it happened that King Agrippa 
and his sister Bernice came to Cesarea to visit 
Festus. Agrippa had royal rank; although he was 
king of only a very small province, his name would 
carry weight with the emperor at Rome, and so 
Festus sought advice from Agrippa to whom he 
told the story of Paul’s trial and his final appeal 
to Cesar. Agrippa was interested and it was ar- 
ranged that he should hear Paul for himself and 
judge of the charge brought against him. We must 
keep in mind the fact that Agrippa was a worldly 
man but that he understood Jewish history. He 
belonged to the notorious family of the Herods and 
he had the Roman sense of justice. 


PAUL’S DEFENSE OF HIMSELF 


The court assembled in the judgment hall where 
Paul had appeared many times. Agrippa and Ber- 
nice appeared in great pomp. Festus, the captain 
of the army, and the leading men of the gity were 
present and Paul was brought in. After Festus had 
stated the case to those present, Agrippa said to 
Paul, “Thou art permitted to speak for thyself.” 


Paul Before the King 


November 20, 1921 


Stretching forth his hand, Paul began his address. 
He said that he was glad to speak in defense of 
himself, and especially before Agrippa, who under- 
stood the ways and the laws of the Jews. Paul was 
always courteous. He told the king the story of his 
early life. He had been a Jew, a Pharisee, and as 
such, looked for the promise of God to his people. 
He went on to state that he believed that the prom- 
ise had been fulfilled in Jesus. At first he had op- 


posed Jesus, and he told very vividly the story of .- 


his conversion. Try to discover the additional in- 
formation which this story gives us. For example, 
it tells us that the light came upon both Paul and 
his companions, that the whole company fell to the 
earth, that Jesus spoke in Hebrew and that he said, 
“Tt is hard for thee to kick against the goad.” It 
is interesting to read the several accounts of his 
conversion. Paul in his address thus far said that 
he had been a loyal Jew, that he had looked for the 
promised Messiah, that he had at first rejected Je- 
sus of Nazareth, but later this same Jesus had re- 
vealed himself to him and had convinced him that 
he was indeed the Messiah, the Saviour. The story 
of one’s own experience is always of the greatest 
interest. This experience had changed Paul’s whole 
life, and because he believed in Jesus he had “suf- 
fered the loss of all things.” 


THE LIFE AND WORK OF PAUL 
Acts 26 : 19-21 


Having told the story of how he had become a 
believer in Jesus, Paul went on to say that his con- 
version issued in conduct. He was “not disobedi- 
ent unto the heavenly vision.” He immediately 
ceased to persecute and began to preach. He told 
Agrippa the story of his ministry. He told him 
where he had been. He began at Damascus and 
continued his ministry at Jerusalem, throughout all 
Judea, and carried on his work among the Gentiles. 
He said it was because of his ministry among the 
Gentiles that the envy and anger of the Jews were 
brought down upon him. He had been arrested, not 
while he was doing any evil thing, but when he was 
quietly worshiping in the Temple. There they seized 
him and, without any attempt at a trial, started to 
kill him. In this way Paul turned the tables upon 
his enemies. He charged them with injustice, spite, 
intolerance, and attempted murder. The case must 
have been very clear to Agrippa, who knew and 
understood the Jews. 


THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO PAUL 
Acts 26 : 22, 23 


Paul was not interested in his own freedom so 
much as in proving the truth for which he had suf- 
fered. He did not miss a chance of testifying con- 
cerning the gospel to such a distinguished audience. 
He told in his own way the great facts of the gos- 
pel for which he was a prisoner, and so he told 
Agrippa what that gospel was. He stated that what 
Moses and all the prophets spoke about had now 
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come to pass. The cross was the great stumbling- 
block, but Paul said that the prophets had said that 
the Messiah should suffer. Read Isa., ch. 53. Jesus 
had suffered. He had died upon the cross, but he 
had risen from the dead; he was alive again, and it 
was Paul’s mission to “proclaim light both to the 
people [the Jews] and to the Gentiles.” Paul al- 
ways preached these two great gospel facts of the 
cross and the resurrection, and he always preached 
them together. You can always tell that the gospel 
is being preached when these two facts are openly 
proclaimed. In I Cor. 15:4, he says, “He was 
buried; and... he hath been raised on the third 
day according to the scriptures.” 
That was Paul’s gospel and that is our gospel. 


PAUL AND FESTUS 
Acts 26 : 24-26 


Paul had not finished his address, but Festus had 
heard enough. You will remember that when Paul 
spoke of the resurrection to the Athenians they 
laughed at him and dismissed him. Acts 17 : 32. 
Festus thought that Paul’s head was turned on ac- 
count of too much study and in a loud voice he 
said, “Paul, thou art mad; thy much learning is 
turning thee mad.” Probably Paul’s earnestness had 
strangely impressed Festus and the quietness of his 
reply must have made a still deeper impression on 
his mind. “I am not mad, most excellent Festus; 
but speak forth words of truth and _ soberness.” 
Festus had been patient while Paul defended him- 
self from the charges of the Jews, but when he 
spoke of repentance and the resurrection, his pa- 
tience broke down. There is an old story about 
General Wolfe, the hero of Quebec, which says that 
an old officer, criticizing General Wolfe to the king, 
said that he was mad. “If he had been mad,” said 
the king, “I wish he would bite some of my generals 
that they might be mad also.” If Paul was mad, 
we would all say, “Then let us be ‘mad’ as Paul was, 
if so be we may be as true to Jesus as he was.” 


PAUL AND AGRIPPA 
Acts 26 : 27-29 


From Festus who could understand nothing, Paul 
turned to Agrippa who understood a little. Agrippa 
knew Jewish hopes and customs, and Paul quietly 
asked him if he believed the Old Testament proph- 
ets, and then, as if to lead him on to a confession, 
he said, “I know that thou believest.” But Agrippa 
was not in a mood to be sympathetic. He only 
laughed at and ridiculed Paul’s appeal. Neverthe- 
less, Paul was still master of the situation. Look- 
ing the king in the face, Paul said, “I would to 
God, that whether with little or with much, not 
thou only, but also all that hear me this day, might 
become such as I am, except these bonds.” Paul’s 
arm was in chains, but his soul was free. Agrippa’s 
hands were free but his soul was in bondage. He 
was a slave to his bad habits. 


Paul Before the King 
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“Stone walls do not a prison make, 
Nor iron bars a cage.” 


THE KING’S VERDICT 
Acts 26 : 30-32 


What happened after Paul’s great appeal? Noth- 
ing happened. Agrippa listens to Paul; Bernice 
listens; Festus listens. And what comes of it? Only 
this, “And when they had withdrawn, they spake 
one to another, saying, This man doeth nothing 
worthy of death or of bonds.” We might translate 
into a modern equivalent: “And when they were 
gone aside, they talked between themselves, saying, 
‘This man preached a very impressive sermon,’ or, 
‘This man preached a very wearisome sermon,’ and 
there an end.” Agrippa and Bernice went their 
wicked way, and Festus went his, and none of them 
knew what a fateful moment they had passed 
through. They pronounced Paul innocent, but they 
spurned Paul’s Saviour, and Paul returned to the 
prison with a sad heart, to await his journey to 
Rome. The opportunity had come and was lost. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


. Who were Agrippa, Festus, Bernice? 

. How long was Paul in prison at Cesarea? 

. Why did Festus wish Agrippa to hear Paul? 
. What did Paul say to Agrippa? 

. What effect had Paul’s address on Festus? 
How did Agrippa receive Paul’s address? 


D> OH 0 ND 


The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 65. What is our duty to our country? 

A. Our duty to our country is to love it and pray 
for it, to obey its laws, to secure and sustain worthy 
officers, and to serve the common good. 

Q. 66. What is our duty to other countries? 

A. Our duty to other countries is to respect their 
rights, to pray for their welfare, and to seek justice 
and peace among all nations. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. Why did Paul appeal to Cesar? 
2. Did Festus give Paul a fair trial? 
sons for your statement. 

3. Outline Paul’s address before Agrippa. 

4, Why did Festus resent Paul’s argument? 

5. Explain the meaning of Agrippa’s answer to 
Paul. 

6. Show that Paul was more interested in pro- 
claiming the gospel than in winning his liberty. 


Give rea- 


The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 48. What are we specially taught by these 
words, “before me,” in the first commandment? 

A. These words, “before me,” in the first com- 
mandment teach us, that God, who seeth all things, 
taketh notice of, and is much displeased with, the 
sin of having any other God. 
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PAUL’S VOYAGE AND SHIPWRECK 


“I know him whom IT have believed, and I am persuaded that he is able to guard that 


The Golden Text— i 
which I have committed unto him against that day.”—II Tim. 1: 12. 


TEXT OF LESSON, ACTS 27: 30-44 


For entire lesson, see Acts, ch. 27. 


30 And as the sailors were seeking to flee out of 
the ship, and had lowered the boat into the sea, 
under color as though they would lay out anchors 
from the foreship, 

31 Paul said to the centurion and to the soldiers, 
Except these abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved. 

32 Then the soldiers cut away the ropes of the 
boat, and let her fall off. 

32 And while the day was coming on, Paul be- 
sought them all to take some food, saying, This day 
is the fourteenth day that ye wait and continue 
fasting, having taken nothing. 

34 Wherefore I beseech you to take some food: 
for this is for your safety: for there shall not a 
hair perish from the head of any of you. 

35 And when he had said this, and had taken 
bread, he gave thanks to God in the presence of 
all; and he brake it, and began to eat. 

36 Then were they all of good cheer, and them- 
selves also took food. 

37 And we were in all in the ship two hundred 
threescore and sixteen souls. 

38 And when they had eaten enough, they light- 


The Time—A.D. 60. 


ened the ship, throwing out the wheat into the 
sea. 

39 And when it was day, they knew not the land: 
but they perceived a certain bay with a beach, and 
they took counsel whether they could drive the ship 
upon it. 

40 And casting off the anchors, they left them 
in the sea, at the same time loosing the bands of the 
rudders; and hoisting up the foresail to the wind, 
they made for the beach. 

41 But lighting upon a place where two seas met, 
they ran the vessel aground; and the foreship struck 
and remained unmoveable, but the stern began to 
break up by the violence of the waves. 

42 And the soldiers’ counsel was to kill the pris- 
oners, lest any of them should swim out, and escape. 

43 But the centurion, desiring to save Paul, 
stayed them from their purpose; and commanded 
that they who could swim should cast themselves 
overboard, and get first to the land; 

44 And the rest, some on planks, and some on 
other things from the ship. And so it came to pass, 
that they all escaped safe to the land. 


The Place—The Mediterranean. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE 


Monday, November 21 
Tuesday, November 222500, wots) oe en 
Wednesday, November 23 
Thursday, November 24 


Paul’s 


ececeoevececeeee cee ee ee eee 


Paul’s 


seoeeoere ese ese eee ee 


oeereeore see oe ee ee ee oe 


Assurance in Danger 


The Shipwreck 


REFERENCE 


Acts 27: 1-13. 

Acts 27 : 14-29. 
Acts 27 : 30-38. 
Acts 27 : 39-44. 


TITLE 
Warning Unheeded 


Message to the Seamen ee MR ieee 


ooereeewrer eer ee eee 


Ob 6 0 6 ©e Bs je Wie eo U. ele, @) a) Se) (@ SE e Siiens) 4 


Friday, “Novemberl20e a. soe ere Moses‘ Eincotiraged 7. 0". as. so. yale aN ieeee sue Ex. 33 : 12-23. 
Saturday, November 26% 5.7027 2hae oe oe Joshua. Encouraged tay. eons is ste cole tie we es Josh. 1: 1-9. 
Sunday; (November (27id.55 actioeats ee ecee The Goodness of Jehovah......2..5..5 0.24. Ps. 107 : 23-37. 


DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES 

30. The sailors. The crew. Those who were re- 
sponsible for the ship. There was still need for 
skillful handling of the ship. 

33. To take some food. They had fasted for 
fourteen days. Paul knew that all their strength 
would be needed for the dangers before them. 

40. The bands of the rudders. There were two 
rudders, like great oars, one on each side of the 
stern. These had been lifted out of the water. 

42. Kill the prisoners. If the prisoners escaped, 
the soldiers would pay with their lives. Each pris- 
oner was chained to a soldier who was responsible 
for him. 

43. The centurion. Julius. 
kindly disposed toward Paul. 
won his friendship at Caesarea. 


SETTING OUT FOR ROME 
Tt is an old saying that all roads lead to Rome. 
Tt was true in Paul’s day. The Roman Empire was 
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See vs. 1-3. He was 
Perhaps Paul had 


a great road builder and by means of these great 
highways, Rome was in touch with all the world. 
Rome was the center of the world, and Paul desired 
with all his heart to preach the gospel in Rome. 
In his letter to the Romans he said, “Hor I am not 
ashamed of the gospel: for it is the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the 
Jew first, and also to the Greek.” We are not 
told how long he remained a prisoner in Cesarea. 
Felix kept him in prison for two years and Festus 
still held him as prisoner for some time after he 
became governor. 

Paul had appealed to the highest eourt in the em- 
pire. He had appealed to Cesar, and Festus was 
obliged to send him as soon as possible to Rome 
for trial. Paul did not go alone. He was accom- 
panied by two of his friends, Luke and Aristarchus. 
We know that Luke was with him because the 
writer of the story who was Luke, uses the personal 
pronoun. Probably they went as Paul’s personal 
attendants, his servants. The centurion who was 
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in charge of the prisoners was Julius, and he so 
favored Paul that he was permitted, while waiting 
for the ship to sail from Sidon, to have his freedom 
and to visit his friends. 


THE VOYAGE TO ROME 


To trace the course of Paul’s voyage to Rome, 
it is necessary, with the help of a map, to follow 
the Bible text verse by verse. It is evident that 
the writer of this wonderful story of the sea was 
not a Jew, for the Jews disliked and even hated 
the sea. Luke, the writer, was a Greek and under- 
stood the way of the sea and the management of a 
ship. 

The voyage was not direct, for no ship was found 
going to Rome. The first ship sailed from Cesarea 
to Sidon and from there past Cyprus, Cilicia, and 
Pamphylia, and stopped at Myra, a port on the 
extreme southwest of Asia Minor. At this port a 
ship from Alexandria, bound for Italy and loaded 
with corn, was about to set sail, and the prisoners 
traveling to Rome were placed on board. This 
was a much bigger vessel with a larger-crew. It 
followed the course of the shore to Cnidus, and 
then because of head winds, turned south to the 
island of Crete and found shelter in the port of 
Fair Havens, which still bears the same name. 
They were not able to proceed on account of high 
winds. Weeks passed and October came. The sea 
became dangerous and sailing was usually suspended 
from November to March. Paul advised remaining 
at Fair Havens all winter but as it was a poor 
harbor, the ship’s owner, the captain, and Julius 
decided to proceed to Phoenix, where there was a 
good harbor. The wind had died down and as the 
distance to Phoenix was only about fifty miles, they 
set out to reach that harbor. 


THE STORM AT SEA 


The dying down of the wind, however, was the 
signal of the coming storm. They were no sooner 
out in the open than the tempest broke. The 
Euraquilo, or northeast wind, the terror of the 
Mediterranean, smote the ship. In the lee of a lit- 
tle island, Cauda, they were able to take up the 
small boat that was towed behind. They under- 
girded or “frapped” the ship by passing ropes or 
cables under the keel and binding them round the 
hull so as to keep the ship from breaking. There 
was nothing to do but to let the ship “drive” before 
the wind, and this took them due west across the 
open sea toward Italy. There was danger of the 
ship’s being swamped. For fourteen days they drifted, 
with no sun and no stars. It was like one long, 
dark, dreadful night. Everything except the cargo 
was thrown into the sea to lighten the ship. For 
many days cooking was impossible and there seemed 
no chance of escape. In this desperate situation, 
Paul appeared one morning and reminded them that 
he had advised them not to set sail from Fair 
Havens. Then he gave them great encouragement. 
Acts 27 : 22-26. God had a plan for Paul’s life and 


Paul’s Voyage and Shipwreck 


November 27, 1921 


Paul, having faith in God, was always master of 
every situation. Even facing the peril of shipwreck, 
he calmly preached the gospel and called men to 
have faith in God. 


THE TREACHERY OF THE CREW 
Acts 27 : 27-31 


At midnight on the fourteenth night, the sailors 
knew that land was near. They sounded and found 
the water at first twenty fathoms and a little later 
fifteen fathoms, which would be ninety feet, deep. 
They could hear the distant roar of the breakers. 
Fearing that they would be dashed upon the rocks, 
they anchored the ship. Making it fast with four 
anchors dropped from the stern, and lifting the huge 
oarlike rudders on each side, they waited for the 
morning. This was dangerous, for any moment 
might bring disaster. The sailors knew the danger, 
and in the dark and under the guise of placing an 
anchor at the bow of the ship, which would have 
been useless, they began to lower the boat, intending 
to desert the ship and attempt a landing for them- 
selves. Paul knew their design and made it known 
to Julius, who ordered the ropes cut, so that the 
boat fell into the sea. Meanwhile, in the lee of 
some sheltering land, they waited for the dawn. 


PAUL THE LEADER 
Acts 27 : 33-38 


It is said that Julius Cesar was once captured 
by pirates but that he, in a little while, put the 
pirates in chains and became captain of the ship. 
Paul, though a prisoner, was the master of the situ- 
ation. For fourteen days the crew and passengers 
had eaten little and, knowing the severe strain still 
before them, Paul urged them to eat. It would be 
their last meal on board. He not only urged them 
to eat but began himself to eat. He took bread 
and “gave thanks to God in the presence of all; 
and he brake it, and began to eat.” It was like a 
Communion service. The crew and the prisoners 
all joined with Paul and, having eaten, they set to 
work to make the ship lighter by throwing the 
cargo of corn into the sea. The lighter the ship, 
the farther up the beach would she be driven, for 
it was the intent of the sailors to beach the vessel 
if they could, since there was no chance of saving 
it. The important thing was to save the crew and 
the passengers, for on board the ship were two hun- 
dred and seventy-six persons. 


THE SHIPWRECK 
Acts 27 : 39-42 


When the dawn broke they sighted land. They 
did not, however, recognize it. It proved to 
be Melita, the modern island of Malta. Straight 
ahead was a deep bay, now called St. Paul’s Bay. 
It appeared to be a good beach on which to run 
the ship, and so, letting down the oarlike rudders 
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and setting what sail was left, they slipped the 
anchors and drove the ship up on the beach. The 
ship did not, however, reach the sandy beach, but 
struck upon a shoal described as “a place where 
two seas met.” The stern of the boat was in deep 
water and caught in the current, was beaten to 
pieces while the bow stuck fast in the shoal, or 
sand bar. They were still some distance from shore 
but the water between the shoal and the mainland 
would be much quieter, and orders were given to 
get to shore as best they could. The ship itself 
was doomed and safety lay in going forward. 


ALL HANDS SAVED 
Acts 27: 43, 44 


Danger always binds people together and the 
sailors, the soldiers, and the prisoners had been 
facing death for two weeks. Nevertheless the 
Roman law held each soldier responsible for his 
prisoner. If the prisoner escaped, the soldier paid 
with his life. What, then, was the value of being 
saved from the sea, if they were to fall into the 
hands of the law? It was natural for them to de- 
sire to safeguard themselves, and so they proposed 
to kill the prisoners lest they should ,escape. It 
was a brutal plan, but those were brutal and cruel 
days. Paul, however, had so commended himself 
to Julius, the centurion, that he wished to save 
him from such an outrage and so the plan was 
~ abandoned, and the order was given that all who 
could swim should strike out for the shore first 
and those who could not swim should make rafts 
for themselves out of planks and pieces of the ship. 
“So it came to pass, that they all escaped safe to 
the land.” After fourteen days of storm day and 
night, and after the complete destruction of the 
ship, all on board were saved. In the lesson next 
week we shall see what happened to them. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Why did Paul take ship for Rome? 
2. Trace the course of Paul’s voyage to Rome. 


Paul iu Melita and in Rome 


December 4, 1921 


. Why was the centurion kind to Paul? 

. Why did the soldiers wish to kill the prisoners? 
. Why did Paul urge those on board to eat? 

. What made Paul so fearless? 


Howe ce 


The Intermediate Catechism 

Q. 67. What rule did Jesus Christ give for our 
treatment of others? 

A. The rule which Jesus Christ gave for our treat- 
ment of others is: “All things therefore whatsoever 
ye would that men should do unto you, even so do 
ye also unto them.” Matt. 7: 12. 

Q. 68. What rule did Jesus Christ give for our 
treatment of enemies? 

A. The rule which Jesus Christ gave for our treat- 
ment of enemies is: “Love your enemies, do good 
to them that hate you, bless them that curse you, 
pray for them that despitefully use you.” Luke 
Gece! 

FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. What did the writer of this lesson know about 
ships and about the sea? 

2. How did it happen that Paul knew so much 
about the sea? 

3. Tell the story of how the ship was wrecked. 

4. Who attempted to leave the ship first? 

5. Why was the centurion interested in Paul? 

6. How did Paul know that all on board would 
be saved? 


The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 49. Which is the second commandment? 

A. The second commandment is, Thou shalt not 
make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness 
of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in 
the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 
earth: thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, 
nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a 
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon 
the children unto the third and fourth generation 
of them that hate me; and showing mercy unto 
thousands of them that love me, and keep my com- 
mandments, 


Lesson X—-PAUL IN MELITA AND IN ROME 


The Golden Text—‘“I am ready to preach the gospel to you also that are in Rome. For I am not ashamed 
of the gospel: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth.”— 
Rom: 1: 15, .16. 


TEXT OF LESSON, ACTS 28: 1-16 
For entire lesson, see Acts, ch. 28. 


1 And when we were escaped, then we knew that 
the island was called Mel’i-ta. 

2 And the barbarians showed us no common kind- 
ness: for they kindled a fire, and received us all, 
because of the present rain, and because of the cold. 

3 But when Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks 
and laid them on the fire, a viper came out by rea- 
son of the heat, and fastened on his hand. 
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4. And when the barbarians saw the venomous 
creature hanging from his hand, they said one to 
another, No doubt this man is a murderer, whom, 
though he hath escaped from the sea, yet Justice 
hath not suffered to live. 

5 Howbeit he shook off the creature into the fire, 
and took no harm. 

6 But they expected that he would have swollen, 
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or fallen down dead suddenly: but when they were of Al-ex-an’dri-a which had wintered in the island, 
long in expectation and beheld nothing amiss come whose sign was The Twin Brothers. 


to him, they changed their minds, and said that 12 And touching at Syr’a-cuse, we tarried there 
he was a god. three days. 
7 Now in the neighborhood of that place were 13 And from thence we made a circuit, and ar- 


lands belonging to the chief man of the island, rived at Rhe’gi-um: and after one day a south wind 
named Pub’li-us; who received us, and entertained sprang up, and on the second day we caine to Pu- 


us three days courteously. te’o-li; 

8 And it was so, that the father of Pub’li-ug lay 14. Where we found brethren, and were entreated 
sick of fever and dysentery: unto whom Paui en- to tarry with them seven days: and so we came to 
tered in, and prayed, and laying his hands on him  Kome? 
healed him. 15 And from thence the brethren, when they 

9 And when this was done, the rest <lso that had heard of us, came to meet us as far as The Market 
diseases in the island came, and were cured: of Ap’pi-us and The Three Taverns; whom when 

10 Who also honored us with many honors; and Pav! saw, he thanked God, and took courage. 
when we sailed, they put on board such things as l6@ And when we entered into Rome, Paul was 
we needed. suffered to abide by himself with the soldier that 


11 And after three months we set sail in a ship guarded him. 


The Time—A.D. 60. The Places—Melita and Rome. 
DAILY HOME READINGS 
DATE TITLE REFERENCE 

Monday), November 28... sees so aac « tAalne Paul in Melita and in Rome................ Acts 28 : 1-16. 
Pucsday sNovembers29...... Meee dk ue eae Paul s-Ministry. m Romesemmee... 2.025. Acts 28 : 17-31. 
Wednesday, DNovember 30°. cee-to cone eee Paul’s Interest in the Romans.............. Rom. 1: 8-17. 
hureday, December 1, .... aeermero on ee A Message to Nineveh........... See ee es Jonah, ch. 3. 
Hrrday.s December 2. j. «.. . . Seater eta: Diem IC INORe ee es Isa. 52°: 1-10. 
saturday, December 3. . 2... Bagge eee Piemmmeels Messenror.. . emt... . «esc... Luke 2: 8-15. 
pundday,: December, 4.0; . oR erence cee ae sonovau Out ineseuer. +... anaee............ Psalm 124. 

DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES were savage or cruel. It means that they did not 


1. Melita. The island of Ma'ta. The bay, the speak either the Greek or the Roman language. 
scene of the shipwreck, is now called St. Paul’s They had a dialect or language of their own, prob- 
Bay. ably Pheenician. They were kind-hearted and sim- 

2. Barbarians. The natives of the isiand prob- ple people, very superstitious, but ready to help 
ably spoke Pheenician and were therefore barbarian, ™ake the shipwrecked travelers as comfortable as 


or foreign, to both Romans and Greeks. they could. aa 
4, Venomous creature. A reptile whose bite was The condition of the shipwrecked company was 
deadly. very pitiable. It was late in the fall, perhaps No- 


7. Chief man. The word is protos, perhaps the vember, and the weather was cold and wet. They 
local name for “prefect,” and a title of high honor. Were uncomfortable and soaked through and through. 


11. The Twin Brothers. The ship carried the sign The conditions on the ship during the storm were 


of the sailor gods, Castor and Pollux. terrible, and their plunge into the water before 
reaching the shore would leave them chilled and 

SHIPWRECKED ON AN ISLAND miserable. Perhaps there were old people and lit- 

Acts 28:1 ' ¢ children in the company, and the warm fire and 


tie kindly treatment of the natives would bring 


The ship on which Paul had sailed, was lost, but Patnitientt chess aniitourage: 


all the crew and passengers, two hundred “nd sev- 


enty-six in all, were saved. At first they aid not 
know where they were, but they soon discovered PAUL AND THE VIPER 
that they were on the island of Melita, now called Acts 28 : 3-6 


Malta. Paul said during the storm that God had 
told him that they would be wrecked “upon a cer- 
tain island,” ch. 27 : 26, and his fellow passengers 
and the crew would doubtless remember and think 
more highly of Paul than ever. 


We would expect Paul to help in trying to bring 
comfort to the cheerless company. Perhaps he was 
given his liberty, and he busied himself gathering 
wood for the fire. As he was laying a bundle of 
sticks on the fire, a viper which had been aroused 
by the heat, fastened itself to his hand. With per- 


FINDING NEW FRIENDS fect composure Paul shook it off into the fire, “and 
Acts 28: 2 took no harm.” 
This lesson speaks of the natives of the island But the natives saw what happened and, being 


as “barbarians” This does not mean that they superstitious, they of first thought Paul was a mur- 
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derer, or some notorious criminal who had escaped 
the sea but had been reserved for a more terrible 
death. When they saw no harm come to him, they 
changed their minds and said that he was a god. 
Once before in our lessons Paul was taken for a 
god. Ch. 14: 11-15. 


THE CHIEF MAN OF THE ISLAND 
Acts 28 : 7-9 

We are told later on that Paul and the ship- 
wrecked party remained on the island for three 
months. These were 
the winter months, 
when sailing was dan- 
gerous and ships scarce. 
During this time Paul 
would not be idle. He 
would be working, 
teaching, preaching, 
telling the people about 
Jesus. One’ wonderful 
story is told about 
Paul. He and his com- 
panions, Luke and 
Aristarchus, were for 
three days entertained 
by Publius whose lands 
and home were near 
the place of the ship- 
wreck. According to 
tradition his home was 
at Citta-Vecchia. He 
was the chief man of 
this island, well-to- 
do, influential, and 
kind-hearted. While 
waiting there for a 
more permanent place 
to stay, Paul healed 
the father of Publius 
who was sick in the 
house. Luke described 
his sickness, being a 
physician, and then 
said that Paul “prayed, 
and laying his hands 
on him healed him.” 
This cure was soon 
known and from all 
parts of the island peo- 
ple brought their sick, 
and Paul, by God’s 
help, healed them. No 
wonder the people were grateful and loaded him 
and his friends with many honors. When they 
sailed for Rome everything they needed was sup- 
plied them. Kindness always begets kindness, and 
the picture of these simple people responding to 
Paul’s love and help is very beautiful. Paul, like 
his Master Jesus, would not only help them phys- 
ically but would minister to their souls also, so that 
they too might be followers of Christ. 


Copyrighted by Harold Copping 
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Paul in Melita and in Rome 


PAUL AT MELITA : for 


December 4, 1921 


THE VOYAGE TO ITALY 
Acts 28: 11-14 


After three months’ waiting on the island, during 
which time Paul carried on his missionary work, 
finding favor with all to whom he ministered, a 
ship from Alexandria, bound to Italy, was ready 
to sail. This was a grain ship and had wintered 
in the island. The winter months.were now past, 
and the sea was safe. The ship’s sign was Castor 
and Pollux, or “The Twin Brothers,” the sailor di- 
vinities. This ship had 
been safely in the har- 
bor during the stor 
that had wrecked the 
other Alexandrian ves- 
sel. The voyage to 
Syracuse, the largest 
city of the island of 
Sicily, was made 
quickly and safely. 
Here they remained 
three days and then 
because of the unfavor- 
able wind they “made 
a circuit,’ or tacked 
back and forth, arriv- 
ing at Rhegium, an 
Italian seaport oppo- 
site Sicily. After wait- 
ing there a day, a fa- 
vorable south wind ear- 
ried them quickly to 
Puteoli, seven miles 
south of Naples, and 
the principal harbor 
south of Rome in those 


days. Here the grain 
ships for Egypt un- 
loaded. The rest of 


Paul’s journey to Rome 
would be by foot over 
the Appian Way. Here 
Paul, for the first time 
since he started out 
for Rome, met with 
those who knew and 
followed Christ. He 
remained with “the 
brethren” in Puteoli 
seven days and 

then started out on the 

great highway for 
Rome. What strange feelings would be in his heart! 
He was going to Rome as a prisoner, but as a pris- 
oner of the Lord Jesus. 


Harold Copping 


ON TO ROME 
Acts 28: 15 


The Christians at Puteoli sent word to the Chris- 
tians at Rome that the great apostle was on his 
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way, and they came out to meet him. Where did 
these Christians come from? Nothing has been said 
in the book of The Acts about missionary work at 
Puteoli or at Rome. But here are many eager and 
happy followers of Christ. The full story of how 
the gospel spread from place to place, from city to 
city, over sea and land, cannot be told. Every per- 
son who learned about and loved Jesus in those 
days, became a missionary. That is how the gospel 
spread. And that is how it must spread to-day. 
These Christians from Rome met Paul at “The 
Market of Appius” and “The Three Taverns.” The 
Market of Appius was about forty-three Roman 
miles and The Three Taverns, thirty-three miles 
from Rome. These were long distances for friends 
to go to meet one who was coming to Rome as a 
prisoner. But Paul’s name had traveled to Rome 
and his work was well known. Many of his friends 
would be there, having come from places where 
he had established churches. These expressions of 
love and friendship refreshed Paul. When Paul 
saw them, “he thanked God, and took courage.” He 


was probably weary and worn with the long jour- | 


ney and his heart perhaps failed him as he thought 
of what he would have to face in Rome. But the 
kindness of those who believed in him and loved him 
for the sake of the gospel made him glad and put 
new life into him. Paul was always greatly helped 
by his friends. So are we all. It is easier to bear 
sorrow and to do hard work when others are sharers 
with us. No hymn means more to the Christian than 
the hymn, “Blest Be the Tie That Binds.” Mem- 
orize the verses: 


“Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love: 
The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above. 


* * ¥ * * 


“We share our mutual woes, 
Our mutual burdens bear 

And often for each other flows 
The sympathizing tear.” 


PAUL IN ROME 
Acts 28: 16 


It had been the desire and longing of Paul’s heart 
to preach the gospel in Rome. He had said, “I 
must also see Rome.” Ch. 19:21. During the 
storm at sea when the crew had lost all hope of 
being saved, God spoke to Paul and said, “Fear 
not, Paul; thou must stand before Cesar.” Ch. 
27:24. Rome was the center of the world power. 
Writing to the Christians there Paul said, “I am 
not ashamed of the gospel: for it is the power of 
God.” Rom. 1:16. God’s power was stronger than 
Rome’s power. 

We can only imagine with what feelings Paul 
would enter Rome for the first time. Here he was 
to die and here, too, he was to preach the gospel 
of Jesus to multitudes. Read for yourself the short 
record of his life and work in Rome, leading up to 
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the beautiful conclusion: “And he abode two whole 
years in his own hired dwelling, and received all 
that went in unto him, preaching the kingdom of 
God, and teaching the things concerning the Lord 
esus Christ with all boldness, none forbidding 

im.” 

The book of The Acts seems unfinished, and we 
must gather the facts of Paul’s later life and of his 
death from his writings which came from his pen 
while he was in Rome. This will be done in our 
next lesson. Luke begins the book of The Acts by 
telling us that the gospel is the story of what “Jesus 
began both to do and to teach.” Acts 1:1. The 
book of The Acts tells us what Jesus continued to 
do and to teach and the full story has not yet been 
told. For this reason, perhaps, the book of The 
Acts concludes abruptly. We see Paul carrying on 
the work. Others follow him and they, too, con- 
tinue the work and so from century to century the 
unfinished book of The Acts is added to, and we 
also have our part in writing a page in that wonder- 
ful story. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 

1. Where was the scene of Paul’s shipwreck? 

2. Why were the native people called “bar- 
barians’’? 

3. Show how Paul gained the good will of the 
native people. 

4. How long did Paul remain on the island? 

5. Who were “the brethren” who welcomed Paul 


to Rome? 
6. What work did Paul do in Rome? 


The Intermediate Catechism 

Q. 69. In what spirit are all God’s command- 
ments to be obeyed? 

A. All God’s commandments are to be obeyed in 
the spirit of love, for love is the fulfilling of the law. 

Q. 70. What is a Christian’s true success in life? 

A. A Christian’s true success in life is. faithful- 
ness to God and man in duties great and small. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 

1. What opportunity did the shipwreck give Paul? 

2. Account for the kindness of the native people. 

3. How did Paul reward the people for their kind- 
ness? 

4. Why did the welcome of Christians from Rome 
give Paul new courage? 

5. Under what circumstances did Paul live in 
Rome? 

6. Why does the book of The Acts close so 
abruptly? 

The Shorter Catechism 

Q. 50. What is required in the second command- 
ment? 

A. The second commandment requireth the re- 
ceiving, observing, and keeping pure and entire, all 
such religious worship and ordinances as God hath 
appointed in his Word. 
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PAUL WRITES [fO A FRIEND 


The Golden Text—“Whosoever would be first among you shall be your servant.”—Matt. 20 : 27. 
TEXT OF LESSON, PHILEM. 8-21 


For entire lesson, see Philemon. 


8 Wherefore, though I have all boldness in Christ 
to enjoin thee that which is befitting, 

9 Yet for love’s sake I rather beseech, being such 
a one as Paul the aged, and now a prisoner also of 
Christ Je’sus: 

10 I beseech thee for my child, whom I have be- 
gotten in my bonds, O-nes’i-mus, 

11 Who once was unprofitable to thee, but now 
is profitable to thee and to me: 

12 Whom I have sent back to thee in his own 
person, that is, my very heart: 

13 Whom I woula fain have kept with me, that 
in thy behalf he mght minister unto me in the 
bonds of the gospel: 

14 But without thy mind I would do nothing; 
that thy goodness should not be as of necessity, 
but of free will. 

15 For perhaps he was therefore parted from 


thee for a season, that thou shouldest have him for 
ever; 

16 No longer as a servant, but more than a serv- 
ant, a brother bc-oved, specially to me, but how 
much rather to thee, both in the flesh and in the 
Lord. 

17 If then thou countest me a partner, receive 
him. as myself. 

18 But if he hath wronged thee at all, or oweth 
thee aught, put that to mine account; 

19 I Paul write it with mine own hand, I will 
repay it: that I say not unto thee that thou owest 
to me even thine own self besides. 

20 Yea, brother, let me have joy of thee in the 
Lord: refresh my heart in Christ. 

2{ Having confidence in thine obedience I write 
wato thee, knowing that thou wilt do even beyond 
what I say. 


The Time—About A.D. 61 or 62. / The Place—Kome. 
DAILY HOME READINGS 

DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday, December 5... 0. S4igeee ye es sels Paul Writes. to “a Priend?.f0.40..4.% 2.6 S28. Philem. 1-9. 
Tuesday: Deeember 6 .x0to 2. pepiseee eee S Paul’s Plea for Onesimus.........-.-+eeeee- Philem. 10-25. 
Wednesday, December 7.1.0. -.[. 6. oe ced ss Friendship of David and Jonathan.......... IT Sam. 20 : 35-42. 
Thursday, December't$) 4 ieee ee AT Ww GLAVIN Cae one ad ee BE a wile cde ee Deut. 15 : 12-18. 
Friday; Decemben) 92! ..34)-) eee eer se Love in All Human Relations. .:.......5.-:. Col.’ 3, 39-25: 
Saturday, December .10: >. 73.400)... 7. += Without Respect of Persons...........--+-- James 2: 1-10. 
Sunday, December 11... 2.004045. 5s--2+0e- (Our? Divine “WH riend oat ee senna Psalm 130. 


DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES 


9. Paul the aged. Paul must have been only 
about sixty years old, but his hardships would make 
him seem older. 

10. Onesimus. The name means “useful,” “profit- 
able.’ Paul makes a play on the name in v. 11. 

14. Without thy mind. A Greek expression 
meaning “without thy consent.” 

17. A partner. One who shares with another. 
Partners in the work of the gospel. See II Cor. 
Sir 2a: 

19. Mine own hand. Paul signs his name as to 
a legal bond—“I Paul,” was his signature. 


PAUL’S LETTER TO PHILEMON 


Paul’s letter to Philemon contains but one chap- 
ter of twenty-five verses. How many books in the 
Bible have only one chapter? This letter is one 
of the most beautiful of personal letters. It con- 
tains a story and this is the story: 

While Paul was carrying on his ministry at 
Ephesus, he met a rich merchant from Colosse, 
named Philemon, who, under Paul’s leadership, be- 
eame a devout Christian. This man is believed to 
have had a wife named Apphia, and a son named 
Archippus, whom Paul calls a “fellow-soldier.” It 


was a beautiful Christian home, and the church 
service was held in their house. In the home there 
was a domestic siave, Onesimus, who stole a sum 
of money and disappeared. He fled to Rome and 
there thought he could lose himself in the great city. 
There he met Paul, his master’s friend, and under 
Paul he, too, became a Christian and confessed to 
his wrongdoing. He remained with Paul in Rome, 
helping him in his work, and then Paul sent him 
back to Philemon, his master, with this wonderful 
letter. With these facts in mind, read the letter 
from beginning to end and you will see what a kind 
man Paul was, and what a splendid letter he could 
write. 
PAUL AS A PRISONER 
Philem. 1-7 


Paul began his letter with these words, “Paul, a 
prisoner of Christ Jesus.” Later in v. 9, he called 
himself “Paul the aged, and now a prisoner also of 
Christ Jesus.” What did he mean? We know that 
he was a prisoner, for our last lessons made. us 
familiar with the fact that he had been brought to 
Rome under guard as a prisoner. At Caesarea he 
had appealed to Cesar, and Festus had sent him to 
Rome. The book of The Acts tells us that although 
he was given much freedom, and lived two years 
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in his own hired house, yet he was a prisoner, with 
a Roman soldier always at his side, day and night. 
He was a prisoner of Rome. But he did not say 
that. He called himself ‘‘a prisoner of Christ Je- 
sus.” Perhaps if we changed one word, the mean- 
ing would be clear. He was “a prisoner for Christ 
Jesus.” In the last verses of the book of The Acts 
we are told that Paul abode in Rome in his own 
hired house. He received help from his friends, 
especially from the church at Philippi. There he 
kept “open house” to all who came to him, and 
there he preached the gospel boldly. It was at this 
time that Paul wrote some of the letters which are 
preserved in the New Testament. Possibly he wrote 
others which are now lost. It is generally thought 
that it was while he was in Rome that he wrote 
Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon, 
which contains our lesson. If Paul had done noth- 
ing else than write these epistles, his life would 
have been worth while. Great words have been 
God’s messengers. 


ONESIMUS, THE SLAVE 
Philem. 8-13 


Onesimus had been a slave in the house of Phi- 
lemon. He had stolen some money from his master 
and had run away. He went to Rome and there he 
met Paul who led him to Christ. He remained for 
some time in Rome and was sent, back to Philemon 
with this letter. 

The name Onesimus means “profitable,” and Paul 
made a play on the name, saying that once Onesimus 
had been “unprofitable,” referring doubtless to his 
theft and his useless life, but now he was “profit- 
able” both to Philemon and to Paul. Onesimus 
must have had fine qualities, for Paul loved him 
and called him “my child.” He had ministered to 
Paul in prison and Paul would have kept him but 
he thought it best for Onesimus to return to Phi- 
lemon and clear up the past. When a man becomes 
a Christian, it does not free him from making the 
past right; indeed it compels him to go back and 
amend as much as possible his wrongdoing. He 
must pay old debts and, though forgiven, suffer for 
his sin. Onesimus was a slave, and Paul demanded 
that he be an honest and honorable slave. The time 
had not come for slavery to be done away with for- 
ever. 


PHILEMON, THE MASTER 
Philem. 14-17 


Paul wrote to Philemon as a friend, but he did 
not ask for sympathy for himself. He asked for 
kindness for Onesimus. Paul did not criticize the 
right to own slaves. The Roman law gave a master 
power over his slaves. He could even put them to 
death. The record of slavery in those days is a 
record of cruelty and tragedy. Paul did not ask 
for the freedom of the slaves but he preached the 
truths which made slavery impossible. He preached 
the equality of men before God. He said, “There 
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Paul Writes to a Friend 


December 11, 1921 


can be neither Jew nor Greek, there can be neither 
bond nor free, there can be no male and female; 
for ye all are one man in Christ Jesus.” Gal. 3: 28, 
He commanded masters to be kind and gentle. He 
commanded slaves to be obedient and truthful. In 
this letter Paul told Philemon to receive Onesimus 
“no longer as a servant, but more than a servant, a 
brother beloved, specially to me, but how much 
rather to thee, both in the flesh and in the Lord.” 
As a Christian Philemon, the owner, would rejoice 
in the return of Onesimus, the slave, because he was 
returning a Christian, and so Philemon would have 
him “for ever.” Paul asked Philemon to receive 
Onesimus as if he were receiving Paul himself, if 
he regarded Paul as a “partner.” V.17. What a 
wonderful message it was and how it lifted all 
Christians, rich and poor, masters and slaves, up 
into the society of a great brotherhood! 


PAUL BECOMES SURETY 
Philem. 18-20 


Paul’s great tact as a letter writer is shown in 
his closing words. Perhaps we should say that it 
was his fine and beautiful spirit which was revealed. 
He told Philemon that he himself would make good 
any money which Onesimus might have stolen. “But 
if he hath wronged thee at all, or oweth thee aught, 
put that to mine account.” He reminded Philemon 
that he himself was under obligations, for he, too, 
had been led into the Christian life by Paul. “Thou 
owest to me even thine own self,” is the way Paul 
put it. This being so, it was not too much to ex- 
pect that Onesimus should be forgiven and restored 
for friendship’s sake. In promising to make amends 
for the wrong which Onesimus did, Paul signed his 
own name. When a man gives surety for another 
he writes his name on a bond, or a note, or a check 
Paul wrote his signature to his promise to Philemon. 
“T Paul write it with my own hand, I will repay 
it.” That was his “signature.” Probably Paul 
wrote the whole letter with his own hard. This 
was not always what he did. I Cor. 16: 21; Col. 
40:01 See tie Thease-3 5:17: 

In this way Philemon was given a wonderful op- 
portunity to become a partner with Paul. See v.17. 
He was given the chance to make the heart of the 
lonely apostle glad even in the Roman prison, and 
to show that he was indeed in life as well as in word 
a Christian. V. 20. There are many ways in which 
we can show that we are Christians, but in none 
better than in manifesting a forgiving spirit. “Love 
suffereth long, and is kind.” In Christ Jesus they 
were all one. No one was master. No one was 
slave. Their common purpose was to exalt Christ. 
Paul loved Christ above all things, and for Christ’s 
sake, he loved both Philemon and Onesimus. 


PAUL TRUSTS PHILEMON 
Philem. 21 


The concluding message to Philemon is very in- 
teresting. Paul told him that he had the utmost 
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confidence in him, “knowing that thou wilt do even 
beyond what I say.” He did not plead with him. 
He did not argue with him. He did not scold him. 
He trusted him. He made it almost impossible for 
Philemon to deny his request, even if he wished to 
do so, by stating that he was confident that Phile- 
mon would do even more than was asked. It is as 
if we wrote to some one, signing our name after 
the words, “Thanking you for your kindness.” 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 
. Who were Onesimus and -Philemon? 
How did Philemon become a Christian? 
How did Onesimus become a Christian? 
. What did Paul want Philemon to do? 
Where was Paul when he wrote this letter? 


. What arguments did Paul use in writing to 
Philemon? 


The Intermediate Catechism 
Q. 71. What has God promised for this life to 
those who love him? 


Paul’s Last Words 


December 18, 1921 


A. God has promised for this life to those who 
love him, to give them his peace and joy, to make all 
things work together for their good, and to keep 
them unto the end. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. Where did Paul write his letter to Phile- 
mon? 
. What was the purpose of the letter? 
. What promise did Paul make to Philemon? 
. Why did Paul write with so much courtesy? 
. Why is Christianity opposed to slavery? 
. Do you think Paul’s request was granted? 


> StH Co bo 


The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 51. What is forbidden in the second command- 
ment? 

A. The second commandment forbiddeth the wor- 
shiping of God by images, or any other way not 
appointed in his Word. 


Lesson XII—PAUL’S LAST WORDS 


The Golden Text—‘“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith.”— 
II Tim. 4: 7. 


TEXT OF LESSON, II TIM. 4: 6-18 


6 For I am already being offered, and the time 
of my departure is come. 

7 1 have fought the good fight, I have finished 
the course, I have kept the faith: 

8 Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
shall give to me at that day; and not to me only, 
but also to all them that have loved his appearing. 

9 Give diligence to come shortly unto me: 

10 For De’mas forsook me, having loved this pres- 
ent world, and went to Thes-sa-lo-ni’ca; Cres’cens to 
Ga-la’tia, Ti’tus to Dal-ma’ti-a. 

11 Only Luke is with me. Take Mark, and bring 
him with thee; for he is useful to me for ministering. 

12 But Tych’i-cus I sent to Eph’e-sus. 

13 The cloak that I left at Tro’as with Car’pus, 


The Time—A.D. 67. 


bring when thou comest, and the books, especially 
the parchments. 

14 Al-ex-an’der the coppersmith did me much 
evil: the Lord will render to him according to his 
works: 

15 Of whom do thou also beware; for he greatly 
withstood our words. . 

16 At my first defence no one took my part, but 
all forsook me: may it not be laid to their account. 

17 But the Lord stood by me, and strengthened 
me; that through me the message might be fully 
proclaimed, and that all the Gen’tiles might hear: 
and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion. 

18 The Lord will deliver me from every evil work, 
and will save me unto his heavenly kingdom: to 
whom be the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 


The Place—Rome. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday, ‘December 1222.02.08, fe ees Paul’e Last- Words. 2.285 vie ate eats See ea II Tim. 4: 1-8. 
Tuesday; December 13.0 Mivsee ote eee Paul’s luast Worder.eits on ke Pee eee oe ws II Tim. 4: 9-22. 
Wednesday, December 14.3.0. 5.53 .....0554.85 Cloge-of Moses’ Late? :. 2 phe. oo hae ee Deut., ch. 34. 
Thursday, December: 15545 <a Seen ee ee Joshua’s . LastAddresa eo cig oa. cod ees Josh. 24: 19-28. 
Pe rigay, December..16.3 0.4 oho cae eae Faithfulness Unto Death’. 243. -.. oaeee sue Rev. 2: 1-11. 
Baturday,- Decemberids tna 4s ene ceemees eece Final: Victory thon cre oe oe ce cee te I Cor. 15: 50-58. 
Sunday, December: 18 725 owas «nape ce ee: The Bliss of the ‘[riumphantiss, 2.8.) «se. Rey. 7: 9-17. 


DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES 
6. Already being offered. The words mean “being 
poured out as a drink offering.” They refer to the 
shedding of his blood as a martyr. 
13. The cloak. <A long, heavy, traveling coat, 


useful in winter. 
able place. 
only guess. 
Old Testament Scriptures. 


Paul’s prison was not a comfort- 
The books. What these were we can 
The “parchments” may have been the 


14. Alexander the coppersmith. See I Tim. 1: 20. 


156 


Lesson XII 


He was evidently a bitter opponent of Paul’s. Com- 
pare Acts 19: 33. . 

16. At my first defence. Not the first trial of 
Paul but the first step of his second trial. His case 
had been partly heard. 

17. The mouth of the lion. See Dan. 6: 22; 
Ps. 22:21. The popular cry, “The Christians to the 
lions,” was perhaps in Paul’s thought. He had been 
saved for a while from death. 


PAUL’S LAST DAYS 


The Second Epistle to Timothy was probably 
Paul’s last letter. In it he gives Timothy his last 
advice and counsel. We are not told the story of 
Paul’s last years with any degree of clearness, and 
we can only piece together the story from references 
made in his Epistles. The book of The Acts tells 
us that Paul lived two years in his own hired house 
at Rome. The Jewish leaders did not oppose him, 
but the great majority of the Jews were indifferent 
to his message. He seems to have been tried by the 
Roman court and given his freedom. He had ex 
pressed the wish to visit Spain, Rom. 15: 28, and 
perhaps he did so. From the Epistles written to 
Timothy and to Titus we gather that he returned to 
the East. He was again arrested and was put on 
trial a second time at Rome. Our lesson, taken from 
the Second Epistle to Timothy, was written during 
the progress of his second and last trial at Rome. 
The winter was approaching and he wrote to Tim- 
othy asking him to come to him. His sole com- 
panion was Luke, who was faithful to the end. 
According to a well-founded tradition he was be- 
headed about three miles from Rome on the Ostian 
Way, close to the place now occupied by the great 
Church of St. Paul. His death occurred about 
A.D. 67, although many scholars put it as early as 
A.D. 64. He had spent nearly thirty years of his 
life in constant Christian service and no other Chris- 
tian ever accomplished so much as he did. 


GETTING READY TO DIE 
II Tim. 4:6 


Paul was a prisoner in a Roman dungeon. He 
hed been tried before Cesar in the year A.D. 63 and 
had been set free. For three or four years he had 
traveled to the East, to Troas, and Crete, Miletus, 
and Corinth, and perhaps as far west as Spain. 
We are not told why or how he was again arrested 
and brought to Rome. The Jews were bound to 
have his life and at last they were successful. He 
wrote his last letter to Timothy while he was 
awaiting death. He knew that he was about to die. 
He spoke of his death as an “offering.” The word 
he used means a “libation,” and refers to the shed- 
ding of blood in sacrifice. He was, as it were, pour- 
ing out his life. Paul thought of his death as a 
sacrifice. It was a sacrifice on the altar of his love 
to Christ and to his fellow men. The words are 
very striking. He said he was “already being 
offered.” He was a martyr to the gospel. Jesus 


Paul’s Last Words 


December 18, 1921] 


said, “No one taketh it [life] away from me, but 
I lay it down of myself.” Paul, too, offered up his 
hfe. Writing from prison to his Philippian friends, 
he said, “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is 
gain . . But I am in a strait betwixt the two, 
having the desire to depart and be with Christ; 
for it is very far better.” 

Paul was not afraid to die. He had often looked 
death in the face. He believed in life eternal. 
Death for him was “a departure.’ The word in 
the Greek means, “a loosing” and comes to mean 
departure from the loosing of the moorings of a 
ship, preparatory to sailing. Paul thought of death 
aS a voyage to some safe haven. Death, then, was 
not the end but the beginming of a wonderful voyage 
of discovery. He knew that on the other shore 
Jesus would welcome him. 


PAUL’S OPINION OF HIMSELF 
Eletimw4 st 


When Paul looked back over his nearly thirty 
years of Christian service he was confident that he 
had made the most of his life. That is success. He 
had not failed of his purpose. He had been suc- 
cessful in three things. 

First, he had fought the good fight. He was like 
an old soldier who had laid down his arms and he 
was writing to Timothy, the young man, who was 
still fighting out in the open. He was not, however, 
thinking of the soldier’s struggle, but of the ath- 
lete’s contest. He had fought in the contest against 
temptation, against discouragement, against the ene- 
mies of the gospel. When he thought of his life he 
knew that he had “fought the good fight.” 

Second, Paul had finished the course. It was not 
enough to begin well. The good Christian, like the 
good athlete, must carry on successfully to the end. 
When he said good-by to his Ephesian friends, he 
said, “I hold not my life of any account as dear 
unto myself, so that I may accomplish my course, 
and the ministry which I received from the Lord 
Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God.” 
Acts 20:24. Paul wished to end well as well as 
to begin well. 

Third, he had kept the faith. The faith which 
Paul had securely kept was the precious treasure 
of the gospel which had been intrusted to his care. 
Paul often spoke of the gospel as a treasure. See 
fe darn. te P26 20: + TE ini tela ie Her had 
defended it in word and in life. He had lived for 
it and was now about to die for it. 


THE CROSS AND THE CROWN 
II Tim. 4:8 


Paul was bearing his cross of pain and sorrow, 
but he knew that the crown was sure. In the 
Greek games, the victor was crowned with a laurel 
wreath. In the contest with life, Paul was sure of 
a crown—not a crown of fading leaves, but a crown 
of righteousness. Perhaps Paul was thinking, too, 
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of Nero who was an unjust judge when he wrote 
the words, “The Lord, the righteous judge.’ Nero 
had been cruel and unjust, sentencing him to death. 
The Lord, the righteous Judge, would be just and 
true and give him a crown of life, a crown of right- 
eousness. In looking forward to his glad reward, 
Paul was not selfish. The same reward would be 
given, not to him alone “but also to all them that 
have loved his appearing.””’ We must remember that 
Paul was writing not to praise himself but to en- 
courage Timothy to be loyal and true to the end. 
It helps us to know that others have endured to 
the end. If Paul was true and faithful, we, too, 
may succeed. It is as if he were saying again, “Be 
ye imitators of me, even as I also am of Christ.” 


PAUL AND HIS FRIENDS 
II Tim. 4: 9-12 


Paul told Timothy of his approaching death and 
urged him to be faithful. He had, however, a per- 
sonal message for Timothy. He wanted him to come 
to him at Rome. Paul needed his friend who was 
somewhere in the East, for Paul asked him to eall 
at Troas on the way. V.13. Paul was lonely and 
facing death and he wished to have some trusted 
friends near. He wished, too, to give advice con- 
cerning the churches. He tells us how he came to 
be alone. Demas had left him and in leaving him, 
had gone back to his old life, forsaking Christ. See 
Philem. 24; Col. 4: 14. Crescens, of whom we know 
nothing, had been sent to Galatia, and Titus, to 
Dalmatia. Tychicus, Acts 20:4; Col. 4: 7, 8; Eph. 
6:21, had gone to Ephesus. Luke, the beloved 
physician, was the only person with Paul. How 
loyal and faithful Luke’s friendship was! He was 
with Paul to the very end. Paul asked Timothy 
to come and to bring Mark with him. Do you re- 
member Mark? Mark was with Paul on his first 
missionary journey, Acts 12 : 25, but he had deserted 
Paul and Barnabas, and Paul would have nothing 
to do with him when he set out on his second jour- 
ney, Acts 15 : 37-40. Something had happened. Paul 
had changed his mind and forgiven Mark, or Mark 
had changed his ways and found favor again with 
Paul. The Christian spirit is a forgiving spirit as 
well as a penitent spirit. 


PAUL’S LAST REQUEST 
TT Dame ds 


Even while he waited for death Paul was inter- 
ested in life. He asked Timothy to bring him his 
cloak, his books, and his parchments. He wanted 
the cloak to keep him warm. The winter was com- 
ing on, and the prison was cold and comfortless. 
He wanted his books and parchments, for his mind 
needed food. 

PAUL’S LAST WORDS 
II Tim. 4: 14-18 


The closing words of this letter, written so long 
ago, still bring Paul very near to us. He was very 


Paul’s Last Words 


December 18, 1921 


lonely and longed for his friends. In his loneliness, 
he longed for his books. He remembered those who 
had opposed him and warned Timothy concerning 
them. What a judgment he passed upon Alexander 
the coppersmith! Like the name of Pilate, his name 
is remembered only for the wrong he did. The first 
part of Faul’s last trial had been held. He had been 
alone. No one stood by his side. Even Luke was 
powerless. But Christ did not forsake him and he 
had been saved from the mouth of the lion. In the 
arena they had thrown Christians to the lions, but 
Paul had been saved. He was not afraid. He 
knew that even in death, Christ would guard and 
keep him and save him “unto his heavenly king- 
dom.” 

And in all.his distress and sorrow of heart he 
still proclaimed the gospel. He made the court of 
judgment into a church and the prison into a pulpit, 
so that, as he said, “through me the message might 
be fully proclaimed, and that all the Gentiles might 
hear.” Whatever else we may have learned from 


the study of Paul’s life, we have at least learned 


that Paul cared less for his own life than for the 
welfare of the gospel. He so identified himself 
with Jesus that he could say, “It is no longer I that 
live, but Christ liveth in me.” , 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Who was Timothy? 

2. How many Roman trials had Paul? 

3. What did Paul do between his first and second 
trials? 

4. Memorize II Tim. 4: 6-8. 

5. Why did Paul write to Timothy? 

6. What was the greatest thing about Paul? 


The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 72. What has God promised for the life to 
come to those who love him? 

A. God has promised for the life to come to those 
who love him that, being raised with Christ and 
made like unto him, they shall serve God for ever 
in the glory and joy of heaven. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. When and how did Paul die? 

2. What was Paul’s message to Timothy? 

3. Why did Paul commend his own life to Tim- 
othy ? 

4. Was Paul loyal to his friends? 

5. Why did Paul wish Timothy to bring him his 
books? 

6. What was the greatest thing about Paul? 


The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 52. What are the reasons annexed to the sec- 
ond commandment? 

A. The reasons annexed to the second command- 
ment are, God’s sovereignty over us, his propriety 
in us, and the zeal he hath to his own worship. 
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CHRISTMAS LESSON. THE VISIT OF THE WISE MEN 


The Golden Text—‘“And opening their treasures they offered unto him gifts, gold and frankincense and 
myrrh.”—Matt. 2: 11. 


TEXT OF LESSON, MATT. 2: 1-12 


1 Now when Je’sus was born in Beth’le-hem of 
Ju-de’a in the days of Her’od the king, behold, 
Wise-men from the east came to Je-ru’sa-lem, say- 
ing, 

2 Where is he that is born King of the Jews? 
for we saw his star in the east, and are come to 
worship him. 

3. And when Her’od the king heard it, he was 
troubled, and all Je-ru’sa-lem with him. 

4. And gathering together all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
Christ should be born. 

5 And they said unto him, In Beth’le-hem of Ju’- 
de’a: for thus it is written through the prophet, 

6 And thou Beth’le-hem, land of Ju’dah, 

Art in no wise least among the princes of Ju’- 
dah: 
For out of thee shall come forth a governor, 
Who shall be shepherd of my people Is’ra-el. 
7 Then Her’od privily called the Wise-men, and 


The Time—5 or 4 B.C. 


learned of them exactly what time the star ap- 
peared. 

8 And he sent them to Beth’le-hem, and said, Go 
and search out exactly concerning the young child; 
and when ye have found him, bring me word, that 
JI also may come and worship him. 

9 And they, having heard the king, went their 
way; and lo, the star, which they saw in the east, 
went before them, till it came and stood over where 
the young child was. 

10 And when they saw the star, they rejoiced 
with exceeding great joy. 

11 And they came into the house and saw the 
young child with Ma’ry his mother; and they fell 
down and worshipped him; and opening their treas- 
ures they offered unto him gifts, gold and frankin- 
cense and myrrh. 

12 And being warned of God in a dream that 
they should not return to Her’od, they departed into 
their own country another way. 


The Place—Bethlehem. 
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DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
MORAY = I OCOCMDELELD S v..5 2 oes any + Belevae sone Thesy isiteofs therWiserMeny. foecicescveeeden Matt. 2: 1-12. 
LUGS AVR IOLOMUCTat Oi, 2. cic «clues ee ca ba ee ASIN Dare WORGUOINE Sue lh fae lithic 6c» Sete % Isa. 9: 1-7. 
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Priday {December 25 S208 aves ct Oe wee Dee RF ANNOUNCEG ) a oar. aks «ss cos clone Luke 2: 8-20. 
Saturday, December 245.9 «05. 154%. wih a wie's «ale Miterenild Bile Spared. -.. .a. secs cee sa ess Matt.22 13-25; 
sunday sDecembery 25. wt oars nc atch «ns Wa Increasing in Wisdom and Stature........... Luke 2: 40-52. 


DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES 

1. Bethlehem of Judza. Joseph and Mary lived 
at Nazareth. See Luke 2:4. Herod the king. 
Herod the Great. He was made king 37 B.c. He 
was a wicked and cruel man and murdered his own 
wife and children. Wise-men. “Magi.” They came 
from the East. It is not stated that they were 
kings, neither are we told how many Wise Men 
there were. 


5. Through the prophet. Micah 5: 2-4. The 
words are freely quoted. 
11. Into the house. Luke 2:7. Perhaps some 


weeks had gone past since Jesus’ birth in the 
manger. 


THE SEARCH OF THE WISE MEN 
Matt. .2it2);42 


Before Jesus was born, all the world was looking 
for a Saviour. The whole world was expecting some 
one. These Wise Men, or Magi, came from the 
East, perhaps from Persia. They practiced astrol- 
ogy and tried to read the events of the future by 
means of the stars. God spoke to them in the lan- 
guage they could understand and so led them to the 


eradle of Christ. They said they had seen “his star 
in the east.”” We do not know what they saw—per- 
haps it was some strange sign in the sky—but it 
led them to Jesus. They were heathen, and not 
Jews, and they may stand for all those people in 
foreign lands who are searching for peace and who 
are led by the Spirit of God to the feet of Jesus. 
The whole world is still asking the question, “Where 
is he?” 
THE KING OF THE JEWS 
Matt. 2:3 


When the Wise Men reached Jerusalem to which 
they had been led, the question they asked every- 
where was, “Where is he that is born King of the 


Jews?” This question troubled Herod. He was, as 
he thought, the only king of the Jews. He was 
Herod the Great. He represented Rome. He was 


afraid of a rival king. Who was this whom stran- 
gers called “The King of the Jews’? The Wise 
Men’s visit troubled Herod and all Jerusalem. That 
was strange. The Wise Men had traveled far seek- 
ing Jesus. The people to whom Jesus came, were 
“troubled.” Jesus was the true King and Herod 
only a usurper. _He was cruel. Jesus was kind. 
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He destroyed life. Jesus saved life. He was 
fearful. Jesus did not know what fear was. God’s 
own people were careless. The heathen from afar 
were searching eagerly for the Saviour. It is often 
so, still. Christian countries forget Jesus, while 
China and Africa eagerly seek him. No one in 
Jerusalem seemed to know anything about Jesus. 
Later on, one who loved Jesus said, “He came unto 
his own, and they that were his own received him 
not.” Luke in his story tells us that “there was no 
room” for him in the inn. 


HEROD AND THE PRIESTS 
Matt. 2: 4-6 


No one knew anything about the new King, so 
Flerod called those who ought to know, the chief 
priests and the seribes,.the men who made a study 
of the Scriptures, and asked them where the ex- 
pected Messiah was to be born. They quickly turned 
to the fifth chapter of the prophecy of Micah and 


read the second verse, “But thou, Bethlehem Eph- — 


rathah, which art little to be among the thousands 
of Judah, out of thee shall one come forth unto 
me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth 
are from of old, from everlasting.” The priests 
knew but did not obey. They made no effort to 
go to Bethlehem. The Wise Men did not know but 
they followed on, led by faith and hope. We find 
Christ not with our heads only but with our hearts. 
The Bible will do us no good and the Christmas 
story will not help us unless, like the Wise Men, 
we leave all to follow after Jesus. The need of our 
own lives, the beauty of Jesus himself, are stars 
which, if we follow them, will lead us to his feet. 


HEROD AND THE WISE MEN 
Matt. 2-7; 8,712 


‘Herod was a hypocrite. He pretended to be seek- 
ing Jesus to worship him, but he wished to kill him. 
He was afraid of a rival king and yet the priests 
had told him that he who was to be born in Beth- 
lehem was “Jehovah’s anointed.” The Wise Men 
did not return to Herod, for God warned them not 
to go to him. Herod’s cruelty and real purpose 
were shown by his attempt to kill Jesus by killing 
all children under two years old. This suggests that 
the Wise Men had been nearly two years searching 
for Jesus. Nearly two years had gone by since the 
star first appeared. How earnest they were! Are 
we as earnest as they were in our effort to know 
Jesus and to serve him? The promise is still the 
same, “Those that seek me diligently shall find me.” 


THE WISE MEN AND JESUS 
Matt. 2:9, 10 


The Wise Men dismissed by Herod went forth on 
cheir quest and the guiding star led them to Beth- 
lehem. They expected to find a king, some one sit- 
ting on a throne. Instead they found a Child. It 
has also been suggested that one was an old man, 


The Visit of the Wise Men 


December 25, 1921 


one, middle-aged, and one, a young man. But all 
this is conjecture. We know:that these Wise Men 
came from heathen lands and gave Jesus the best 
they had. How rich will Jesus be when all the na- 
tions bring him their treasures! “The Indian will 
bring his mysticism and his deeply religious nature; 
the Chinese, his patience and endurance and con- 
tentment; the Japanese, his sense of discipline and 
chivalry; the Buddhist, his kindliness and lofty 
ideals; the Mohammedan, his strong sense of the 
oneness of God and his faith and resignation.” 

Were they disappointed? It would seem not, for 
they knelt down and worshiped and presented to 
the Child Jesus their gifts. Perhaps they did not 
know what we know, that Jesus was the Son of God, 
the Saviour of the world, but they knew enough to 
worship and adore. The Child of Bethlehem had 
come from God to save the world. This is the mes- 
sage of Christmas: 


“Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth peace among men.” 
THE GIFTS OF THE WISE MEN 
Matt. 2:11 
After the Wise Men had worshiped at Jesus’ feet, 


they presented unto him gifts—gold, frankincense, 


and myrrh. These were the most precious things 
they could give. It has been suggested that there 
were three Wise Men, because there were three 
gifts, but we do not know. 

We, too, may bring gifts to Jesus. He said, “In- 
asmuch as ye did it unto one of these my brethren, 
even these least, ye did it unto me.’ Christmas 
brings to us the spirit which we should always 
have. There is so much for us to give besides money. 
We can give sympathy, love, hope, good cheer, to 
others. The best gift we can give is Jesus him- 
self. Let us remember the words of the Lord Jesus, 
“Tt ig more blessed to give than to receive.” 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Who were the Wise Men? 

2. Why was Herod interested in the Wise Men? 

3. Where was Jesus born? ; 

4. Why did Herod wish to know where Jesus was 
born? 

5, What did the Wise Men give Jesus? 

6. How may we best keep Christmas? 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. How long had the Wise Men been seeking Je- 
sus? 

2 What did the Old Testament say about the 
birth of the coming Messiah? 

3. Why was Herod troubled when he heard about 
Jesus? 

4, What gifts did the Wise Men bring to Jesus? 

5. What did the coming of Jesus mean to the 
world? 

6. What does Christmas mean to us? 
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The Joys of the Christian 


Ministry 
DO YOU KNOW ITS— 
high purpose companionship 
possibilities demands 
privileges rewards ? 


In choosing a vocation consider the 
ministry asa possibility; for to-day there 
is great need for ministers who are skill- 
ful, unafraid and devoted to the cause 
of the Lerd. 

The books listed below have been writ- 
ten by men who have labored in the 
minis‘ry and havefproduced these most 
interestig books out of great experi- 
ence. 


The Attractions of the 
Ministry 
JAMES H. SNOWDEN. D.D., LL.D. 
Cloth, 119 pages. 90 cents, postpaid 


Before making a vocational choice it 
is well to be entirely familiar with the 
merits of the professions. In this book 
the attractions of the ministry are set 
forth as a help to those facing this de- 
cision. 


The Range Finders 


CHARLES F. WISHART, D.D.,'LL.D. 
Cloth, 91 pages. 75 cents, postpaid 


Like the air service boys in the Great 
War, the preacher is a range finder. In 
a sense he must stand apart from worldly 
things to obtain the proper perspective 
of life. In these perilous and bewilder- 
ing days there is a pressing need for pas- 
toral range finders. 


‘*Unto me, who am less than 
the least of all saints, was 
this grace given, to preach 
unto the Gentiles the un- 
searchable riches of Christ.’’ 


Epu. 3:8. 


Let these books make their appeal to 
you. 


The Presbyterian Board of Publication 


(The Westminster Press) 
PHILADELPHIA AND DEPOSITORIES 


OUR FACILITIES 


for providing Churches 
and Sabbath Schools with 
Modern Furniture, proper 
Communion and _ Pulpit 
Supplies, Baptismal Fonts, 
Bulletin Boards, and in 
fact anything for’ the 
church and school, 


Arse Aumost Wirnovut Limit 


Your requests for infor- 
mation, prices, etc., will re- 
ceive prompt and courteous | 
attention. 


The Westminster 
Individual Communion Service 


Ma Cae ZAC 
yj Zmesvu—-CoOm 


Non-collecting 
NICKEL—SILVER 
Quadruple plated (interlocking) 


Tray with 40 crystal glasses........ $22.50 
Cover, $14.00 Base, $11.00 
Add 5% Revenue Tax to price of all silverware 


Special Non-collecting 
ALUMINUM SERVICE 
(Interlocking) 


Tray with 40 crystal glasses........ $7.00 
Cover, $2.50 Base, $2.50 


The use of the individual Communion Cup is 
the modern, approved method 


FREE TRIAL OFFER! 


A complete outfit for the entire congre- 
gation will be sent prepaid on request. In 
ordering, give date of next Communion 
Service and specify clearly the quantity 
and style of trays desired. These will be 
returnable at our expense, if not satisfac- 
tory. 


Presbyterian Board of Publication 
(The Westminster Press) 


PHILADELPHIA AND DEPOSITORIES 


